64. » the debate begun in our laf, the next 
that _/poke was M. Valerius Corvus, 
jpeech was as follows. 
Mr P refident, 
6a. S I have often heard a cer- 
tain fet of Gentlemen infift 
upon it, both here and in o- 
imbar. ther places, that the declara- 
ton or proteit in queftion had no man- 
Rration mer of relation to the convention, I 
{ould be glad thofe Gentlemen would 
el. 6d form us what it had relation to, or for 
ile fi vhat purpofe it was made, and fo for- 
nally accepted of. Lam very certain, 
ove court of Spain meant fomething by 
making it; I amconvinced they fuppo- 
\ye meant fomething by receiving it. 
had meant, or intended to mean 
rothing, [am fure they would not have 
64 mace it; and if we did not mean to ac- 
Is, cept it in the terms in which it was 
conceived, and for the purpofe which 
¢ knew they meant by it, I am fure 
ur minifter at leaft meant to deceive 
By ot tim. Therefore, if we received it as 
t.c Spaniards meant it 3 if we received 
Sutil. it < the condition on which the fign- 
lig of the convention was to be pro- 
cccced on, 1 am very fure, the conduét 
- ©! our minifter ought not only to be en- 
Cured into, but cenfured: And, if we 


meant to deceive the court of Spain, 
te by receiving that declaration; if we 
va a thereby meant to draw the court of 
no: 

t 


“hin in to fign a convention, under the 
A “¢ hopes, that we would look upon 
a (ct declaration in the fame light they 
cid, the conduét of our minifter, in my 
C pinion, deferves as much to be cenfu- 
al ic in this cafe, as in the other. 
_ Opennefs of heart, fincerity, and 
ain-dealing, have always been a di- 
*inguifhing chara@teriftick of this na- 
It is generally the charaéteriftick 
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negotiations under fo many infults, I 
am afraid we gave the Spaniards fome 
room to fufpect our courage: I ho 
we have not, in our method of treating, 
given them room to fufpectal fo our fince- 
rity. Sir, this nation had never yet an 
occafion to make ufe of quirks or fub- 
terfuges, or of any fort of deceit, for ob- 
taining juftice. A convention of fome 
kind or other might, at that time, be 
neceflary for fome amongft us here at 
home, as an expedient for excufing 
themfelves to the enfuing feflion of par- 
liament ; but it was not neceflary for 
the nation: and therefore, if deceitful 
means were ufed for obtaining the con- 
currence of the court of Spain in fur- 
nifhing out fuch an expedient, I will af- 
firm, that thofe who did fo, were guilty 
of facrificing the honour and intereft of 
their country to fome felfifh ends of 
their own. 

For this reafon, Sir, I am for the 
motion made by my Hon. friend: for 
if it does not, upon an enquiry, appear, 
that our minifter at the court of Spain 
declared, in the moft open and plain 
terms, that he would not accept of that 
declaration, as the condition upon which 
the treaty was to be figned; that his 
court would ‘not receive it as fuch, nor 
ever admit of his Catholick Maje- 
fty’s fufpending the Affiento contract, 
on account of the non-payment of the 
68,000 |. then claimed by Spain; [ 
fay, Sir, if this does not appear, I fhall 
be for cenfuring the condutt, at leaft of 
our minifter abroad, and, perhaps, of 
fome of thofe at home. From the pa- 
pers already upon our table, it does ap- 
pear, that he accepted of that declara- 
tion, that he accepted of it in the moft 
folemn manner ; but it does not appear, 
from any of the papers yet before us, 
that he madg fuch 
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as |] have mentioned. ‘Therefore, in 
jultice to him, I dedire to be informed ; 
becaufe, by the papers before us, he 
now fand. condemned; and therefore 
I deiire to fee thofe that may be plead- 
ed in his juitification, if there are any 
fuch: in jullice to my country I defire 
to be informed ; becaufe, as a member 
of this houte, | am obliged to centure 
him, if, by dis condutt, his country has 
forfeited thatchar ter which it has long 
prefe rved, and which it is both our he- 
nour and intereit jlill to preie've. 
‘Thus, Sir, the very arzument that has 
been made ufe of in this debate, for not 
calling tor Mr Keene's inftructio NS, 1S, 
withme, an unaniwerable argument for 
our fo. If, by nting the de- 
claration of the court of Sp: “in, we did 
not mean what the cour: of Sp ain Meant 
in delivering it, we ought to have told 
them fo. Let us fee, whether we did 
or no. And if, by accepting it, we 
meant the fame thing they meant 1n de- 
livering ut, we then meant to accept of 
a treaty or convention under the condi- 
ti n expr fied in that declaration. By 
fo we acknowledged the 68 
to be jultly due to them, by our S. S. 
Company ; we acknowledged, that this 
fum oughttobe immediately paid, with- 
Out any regard to the large claims our 
company had upon the crown of Spain 5 
and we acknowledged, that, unlefs our 
company paid that tum within a fhort 
term, the Ki ing of Spain had a right to 
fulpend the \iliento of negroes. Will 
any Gentleman fay, it was right in our 
miniter to make fuch ac knowledg- 
ment: ? will any Gentleman fay, he 
cht not to be cenfured if he did? Sir, 
was no diipute between the court 
of Spain and our $.S. company, when 
the conve noon farit beg: an to be chought 
of. ‘Lhey had come to a final agree- 
ment ; and that agreement would 
flood, if our neg tiations about the con. 
vention had no t unhinged it. The de- 
mand of this 68,000 |. which the court 
o} nade upon our S. S. company, 

» perhaps, an pata demand ; but 
company had a to it, 
prov ied the King of 
would do them } suite as to the 
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many demands they had upon og 
infift oniy upon this fum’s being brove 
into the creditor-fide of his accou 
This was the only confeffion our co-. 
pany had ever made of this debt ; 
was what the court of Spain had ag: 
to accept of ; and this was what M; 
Keene, as he was Agent for the com. 
pany, could not but know. Was it then 
right in him to accept, or admit of a ce. 
¢ aration, in which it was infifted, th: 
our company had confefled this fum 
be owing, without fo much as one wor! 
of the terms upon which they had «. 
greed to allow it? Among politicia: 
Sir, whofe maxims I confefs I do not u: 
derfland, this may be juitified in the ! 
voy; but, among merchants, I am tur: 
it will never be juitified in the Ages. 
From what I have faid, Sir, it mot 
appear, that our miunifter’s accepting, 
or even admitting of this declarac- 
on, without a counter-declaration, w:s 
wrong; and I defire to know, the whole 
nation defires to know, whether there 
was any fuch counter-declaration, 
in what method it was made or cci- 
vered. If we are refufed this fatisf.cti- 
on, by a negative’s being put upon « 
motion, I fhall prefume, the whole n na- 
tion will prefume, there was no { 
counter-declaration made or delivered 
by our minifler; and confequent!y 
fhall, the whole nation will conden 
his conduat, let his fate in this houte ¢ 
be what it will. This, Sir, isa bad con 
fequence, with regard to the character 
of the Hon. Gent. concerned ; but, 
regard to the character of this hou'e. 
is a moft terrible one: for, if paris 
ments fhould begin to refute giving {a- 
tisfaction to the people, the people ». 
begin to refufe putting any confidenc ce 
in "parliaments ; and, if this fhould ¢- 
ver come to be the cafe, they not on'y 
may, but they ought to be laid afice. 
I do not know that the charaéte: ot 
parliament ever received a greater i1:, 
than it did by the feeming approbath 
of the convention in laft feflion of p«'- 
liament ; and if we fhould, in this, '° 
far fcreen the contrivers of that co" 
vention, as to refufe to let the peop. 


know, whether they were to blame °' 9 
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rot; I fav, if we fhould do this, now 
< 
year in favour of that convention, ap- 
pears to have been without foundation, 
;; will, I fear, be a mortal blow. 


+ the chief argument advanced laft 


Phis, Sir, is a danger that threatens 


cur conititution in its moft tender part; 
end fhall we expofe ourfelves to this 


cer, for the fake of avoiding the chi- 


merical danger of letting Spain fee what 


cefions we were willing to make 


- the fake of peace? It is very plain, 


chink, Sir, that fome amongtt us were 


ing to have made moft extraordi- 


-y conceffions for the fake of peace ; 
nd, for this very reafon, I am for ha- 
ng them enquired into; for, if they 


ald appear to be fuch as I fufpect, 


nope it will be put out of the power 


that were willing to make them, 


to make any fuch for the future, 


‘ver to Spain, or to any other nation 


.ouay hereafter have a difpute with. 


man can have reafon to dread let- 


vo Spain know what thofe conceffions 


ove; becaufe, I believe, fhe was lon 


ce fully informed of them ; and this 


‘mation was, J am convinced, the 


‘. of the war: for her dependence 
» the conceffions fhe was made to 
pe for, was the true caufe of her ob- 

cy ; and thofe who had flattered 


nr with fuch hopes, at laft found, they 


_promited her more than they durft 
‘ure to perform. But fuppofe fhe 
, aS yet, ignorant of the concef- 
amongft us were willing to 


mice for the fake of peace, her being 


informed of them, may give her 
caufe to repent of her former ob- 
-y, but it can give her no hopes for 
-cting fuch at the end of the war, 
we carry it on, as I hope we fhall, 


i vigour and fuecefs. The dread of 


“ng Spain know what conceffions we 


“re wuling to make for the fake of 


event Of great weight with fome 


g this nation fee what conceffions 
“ve amongit us feemed willing to 


‘Se for the fake of a precarious and 


“onourable peace, is, I believe, an 
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Gentlemen, for oppofing this and every 
fuch motion: and, becaute it'is an ar 
gument with them for oppofing, it is 
with me a mott powerful argument for 
approving this motion, and every mo- 
tion of the fame nature; for, if any dif- 
honourable conceflions were fo much 
as propofed to have been made, they 
ought to be expofed, they ought to be 
cenfured, in order to prevent the like 
in time to come. 


M. Tullius Cicero food up next, and /poke 
to this effet. 


Mr Prefident, 

T has generally been reckoned a lit- 
I tle unfair, to take notice of what 
has been faid in any former debate 5 
but we have now fo far deviated from 
this rule, that not only what has been 
faid in former debates, but in former 
feilions, is repeated, feldom exaétly as 
it was fpoke, and made ule of agatntt 
Gentlemen in future debates, or future 
feflions. I remember, when it was lait 
year infifted on, that the King of Spain’s 
proteit was an article of the conven- 
tion, I made ufe of the expreffion, that 
it was no more an article of the conven- 
tion, than of the grand alliance. I then 
thought fo, I think fo ftill. Nothing 
can be looked on as an article of any 
treaty, unlefs it be ratified, as well as 
ficned, by both parties concerned ; or 
unlefs it be exprefly mentioned and re- 
ferred to in fome of the articles that 
have been figned and ratified by both 
parties. Is this the cafe of me 
in queftion ? was it either figned or ra- 
tified by both parties, or was it menti- 
oned in any one of the articles of the 
treaty? Sir, if it had been made by 
way of a feparate article, and even fign- 
ed by our miniiter ; yet, till 1t was ra- 
tified by his Majefty, it could not be 
looked on as an article of any treaty 
between the two nations. ‘lherefore 
I ftill chink, I fpoke juftly when I faid, 
that his Catholick Majefty’s protelt 
was no more an article of the convetr 
tion, than of the grand alliance. 

This proteft, Sir, was {p far from be- 
ing an article, or a part of the treaty, 


that it was not fo much as figned by GAR 
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our minifter: he did not fo much as 
accept it; he only received it. Gen- 
tlemen may {mile at this diftinétion ; 
but it is not a diitin€tion without a dif- 
ference. ‘There is a very great diffe- 
rence between accepting and receiving. 
When we accept of any thing, we ac- 
cept of it as the giver intends we fhould, 
either as a payment, or asa reward, fa- 
vour or “ae and then our accept- 
ing implies a releafe, or an obligation 
of gratitude. But when we recerve only, 
we receive in what terms wet pleaie, 
and may declare them then, or at any 
time afterwards. ‘This was the cafe of 
our miniter, with regard to his Catho- 
lick Majeity’s protett. He received it 
only ; and to fhew his candour, as well 
as to prevent the court of Spain’s be- 
ing led into any miftake, he then upon 
the fpot declared, that he did not ac- 
cept of it as any article or condition of 
the treaty, and that he received it, only 
in order to tran{mit a copy of it to his 
court, and another to the S. S. com- 
pany. If the court of Spain, therefore, 
were deceived, they esean them- 
felves ; they were deceived neither by 
the expreflions, nor by the filence of 
our minifler. But, whatever they may 
now pretend, I believe they neither de- 
ceived themielves, nor were deceived 
by our minitter: | believe they did not 
fo much as expect, that we fhould thew 
any regard to their proteft. It related 
to an affuir of a particular and perplex- 
ed nature, which could not be brought 
into a general treaty between the two 
nations. The accounts between the 
King of Spain and our S. S. company, 
was an affair that no way related to 
either of the nations in general ; and it 
was an affuir of fuch a perplexed na- 
ture, that it could not be brought into 
the negotiation for a general treaty. 
Like the difpute about the limits be- 
tween Florida and Carolina, it was ab- 
folutely neceffary to refer it to Pleni- 
eae. to be examined into, and 
termined by them, after the conclufion 
of the general treaty, as is cujtomary 
in all fueh cafes; and therefore it came 
properly under the firft article of the 
tcaty, by which, Minifters-Plenipo- 


tentiaries were to be appointed, for re. 
gulating finally the pretenfions of he 
two crowns, remaining to be adjuitc.; 
the whole, accordi 
therein mentioned, of which, that of she 
roes is particularly one, 
er the affair in this lighs, 
and this is the only light in which i: 
can properly be confidered, we m:y 
eafily fee, what the court of Spin 
meant by this proteft. As the Affien- 
to of negroes was a mutual contra¢t be. 
tween the two nations, the King of 
Spain thought he hada right to fuipend 
the performance of his part of it, in 
cafe we refus’d the performance of our: ; 
and this he certainly has. 
man has faid, he has a right to fufpenc 
the Affiento of negroes upon any pre- 
tended failure in our S.S. company, and 
ing to our court for re- 
ur S. S. company fhouid 
be guilty ofa real, and not a pretended 
failure ; and if, upon application to ou: 
court, we fhould refufe, or unreafona- 
bly delay compelling our S. S. comp:- 
ny to do him juftice, he would certain'y 
then have a right to fufpend the A 
ento treaty upon his part; and this 
right he was afraid might be injure:, 
or derogated from by that treaty’s be- 
ing particularly mentioned in the fr: 
article of the convention ; for wich 
reafon he thought it neceffa 
that right by an exprefs 
This was all that even the court of 
Spain meant by that proteft. It could 
not give them any new ri 
y right they wrong 

It was intended only to fhew, 
that his Catholick Majefty did not, by 
the firft article of the convention, ¢'\¢ 
up any right he might have to fufi end 
the Affiento treaty, upon a failure ©! 
performance on the part of this nation : 
and as the Plenipotentiaries appoint 
by both nations, and not the court of 
Spain alone, were to determine, wh¢- 
ther the non-payment of the 68,0001. 
was a failure on the 
it would have been a piece of perie 
Don-Quixotifm in us, to have refuied 
admitting the court of Spain to make 
fuch a declaration or protelt; 


to the treatie; 


Affiento of n 
If we confi 
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or re. pur Plenipotentiaries had determin’d, 
the » this fam was due to the King of 
fted; sin, and that it ought to be imme- 
bicly paid by our S.5. we 
of the -inly ought, and I believe we thould 
one, ve compeiled that company to have 
light, it; and if our Plenipotentiaries 
ch it 4 determined, that it was not due, 
‘m3 saat the King of Spain ought to al- 
Spain , it in whole or im part of what was 
fiten e by him to the company, his pro- 
et be ® would then have been of no manner 
ng of f signifcation. 
(pend ln my opinion, Sir, it 1s evident, from 
it, in MMe very nature of the thing, as well 
ours ; from the papers already on your ta- 
entle. le, that Mr Keen neither received this 
fpend ret. as any article, condition or part 
pre: che treaty; nor did he, either by 
and expreffions, or his filence, endea- 
or re our to deceive the court of Spain : 
hould p. t.crefore, neither of the arguments 
ende Cculeof by theHon. Gent. that fpoke 
tO Our :, can be of any weight in the pre- 
fona- st queftion: nor will our refufing to 
wire the government by difcovering 
tainly ‘ecrets, or to take up our own time 
enquiries, when there does not fo 
d this buch as feem to have been any fault 
jured, committed; I fay, our refufing to do 
be- be looked upon by no impartial 
e iri on the kingdom, as a refufing to let 
which ne people know, whether thoie who 
ferve ‘counted and concluded the conven- 
ation. -n were to blame in what they did. 
rt of here are, indeed, fome men in the 
could ation, and perhaps fome Gentlemen 
COn- houfe, fo much prejudic’d againit 
-tend- ne convention, that, without enquiry, 
fhew, hey think every man blameable who 
t, by B20 any hand either in negotiating or 
ge ‘ting it; but Jam fure, I may at 
fpenc JP. that the majority of both houfes 
re of parament thought otherwife laft 
tion : : “ons and I can fee no reafon for their 


inted “cong otherwife now. ‘The hopes 
urt Of tat the convention would at laft pro- 


whe- ©-ce an honourable and advantageous 
00. Peace, without war or bloodfhed, was 
ation, reafon for concluding it, and a 
erfect £00d reafon for approving it: and, i 
-fufed 's was then a good argument, can 
make ‘'at has happened fince, can the Spa- 
als having fince committed a mott 
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way derogate from the ftrength of that 
argument? can it throw any blame 
upon thofe who put a truft in hopes 
founded upon a moft folemn treaty? 
At this rate, Sir, no minifter mutt e- 
ver conclude, or adyife agreeing to any 
treaty ; for the moft full, the moft ex- 
plicit, the molt definitive treaty, may 
be broke thro’, as well as that prelimi- 
nary was; and if a minifter muit an- 
{wer for the breaches of faith commit- 
ted by the nation he treats with, [am 
fure he ought never, in prudence, to 
treat with any. ‘The breach of faith 
committed by the Spaniards, can there- 
fore now be no more an argument for 
condemning that treaty, than the fear 
of their doing fo, could be an argument 
for condemning it, when it was under 
the confideration of this houfe. 

This, Sir, is, 1 believe, the way of 
thinking with all the unprejudiced and 
impartial men in the kingdom ; which 
I hope will always be by a the greateti 
part: and furely we are not to take up 
our time in this houfe, which may be 
otherwile fo well employ’d, with en- 
in order to remove the preju- 

ices of a few; and much lets ought 
we to do fo, when that enquiry may 
probably be attended with great dan- 
ger to the publick, which is the cafe 
of the enquirynow moved for. I fhall 
grant, that Spain has now no reafon to 
expect thofe conceffions we were wil- 
ling to make for the fake of avoiding 
a war; but nations, as well as private 
men, often expect without the leaft 
fhadow of reafon. If Spain fhould be 
informed of all the conceflions we were 
willing to make, it will fhew her the 
value we put upon her friendfhip, and 
this will make her perfift more obfti- 
nately inthe war. Her obftinacy, ’tis 
true, may be attended with her ruin ; 
but this, I am fure, is what muft be al- 
lowed not to be our intereft to purfue. 
We ought to infift upon her doing us 
juftice, and I hope we fhall foon obtain 
it, if we do not encourage her to per- 
in the war; but we ought 
to aim at it by weakening that nation 
as little as poffible, becaufe fhe may 
probably hereafter hecome our 
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and ally, and we may have occafion for 
her affittance. I am far from think- 
ing, that any difhonourable conceflions 
were propofed to be mac le; and yet I 
aim convinced the Spaniards s know very 
little of the conceflions we were willing 
to make ; I hope they never fhall: but, 
if they fhould be fully apprifed of the 
concefiions we were willing to make for 
the fake of avoiding a war, they will 
expect, tho’ without reafon, that we 
fhould make the fame for the fake of 
getting rid of a war; and this expecta- 
tion will prevent their fuing for peace, 
till they are reduced to the lait extre- 
mity, which is an effect we ought, if 
poilible, to prevent. 

But this, Sir, is far from being the 
only fatal coniequence that may enfue 
from our calling for the letters and in- 
ftractions now moved for. I could 
mention feveral others, but fhall con- 
fine mvtelf toone. We have, ‘tis true, 
the misfortune of being engaged in a 
war; but it is as yet againit Spain a- 
Jone; and while it continues to be fo, 
we have no great reafon to doubt, or 
to met ifraid of the event; > hor are we 
under any neceffity of feeking allies or 
ailiftance in the war. But there are o- 
‘ther powers that are, perhaps, willing 
to} with Spain againft us, if they 
could bat find a tolerable excale for 
fo doing ; and, in that cafe, we may 
be under a necefiity of endeavouring 
to get fome of the powers of Furope 
to join with us. We know how freely 
minitters of the fame fovereign corre- 
{pond with one another, when there is 
no jealouly between ther m, nor any ap- 

renention that the ndence wil] 
un fe afonably divulged. ‘This was 
probably the cafe of our minifters at 
home and abroad, who were concerned 
in negotiating and concluding the con- 
vention; and therefore there may be 
fome reflections or expreflions in the 
letters or initruétions now called for, 
that may be of dangerous confequence 
in bc oth thefe refpects. They may not 
on! v be fi ich as will furnit th thofe that 
incline to be our enemies, witha plau- 
fible pretence for joining againft us; 
but tay may be iach as will render 
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thoie that incline to be our friends, 
willing to affiitus. ‘Thefe may | 
confequeuces of having the paper, c 
led for laid before fo numerous ap » 
fembly; and as thefe m2 
be fatal to us in our og fitua 
I muft therefore give my neg 
the motion. 


The next that fpoke was Afinius Po!)') 
avhofe fpeech was in fubjlance th; 
Mr Prefident, 
Do not remember to have heard 
I infifted on in this, or any former & 
bate, that the King of Spain’s «: 
ration was an article of the convent. 
and therefore it was unneceffary fort 
Hon. Gent. who fpoke latt, to point. 
to us fo exactly what was to be ceem¢ 
and what was not to be deem’d a 
ticle of any treaty: but a 
or proteit may relate to a treaty, 000 
it be not figned by both parties, «of 
tho’ it be neither made an article, » * 
mentioned in any article of the trex: ; 
and when fuch a declaration or prot 
is figned by one of the contratting 
ties, and folemnly intimated to, 
accepted by the other, it has, by‘: 
law of nations, the fame effect a. 
had been made an article of the tre 
As for the Hon. Gent.’s dittinst 1 
between accepting and recetying, 
like fome of the other i ingenious 
ctions I have heard come from the). 
quarter, a little beyond my compre: 
fion. There may bea difference, >” 
I proteft, it is fuch a one as I canon 
well comprehend ; and what is "~ 
worfe, it 1s a diftinétion that, ever : 
he has explained it, will not ferve ' 
turn in the prefent cafe. If he th 
give me any thing, which I do no! C 
pect he will, and T fhould receive i: 
fhould think, that I had not only 4 ac 
cepted it, but that I had accepts 
upon the conditions on which I pit 
fed he gave it; and I believe the wo" 
would think in the fame way. But 
he fhould give me any thing, and at ‘° 
time of giving thould expres the ters 
on which he gave it, in fuch a cale, 
I received his prefent, without a- 
ring that I neither did nor would ' 
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it upon his terms, the whole world 
id conclude, that I had accepted it 
the terms he expreffed. Suppofe 
» were actually owing me a ium 
sonev, and fhould come and offer 
. jam equal to what he owed, but 
{ame tune fhould declare, that he 
acknowledge himielf indebted 
»e ina farthing, nor would give me 
+ money unlefs I received it as a 
sity ; and juppofe I did receive the 
rey without faying a word; ought 
sy receiving it in that way, to be 
) on as my accepting it by way of 
cory? Lam fure, in point of honour 
-; for no man would receive the 
-in bat way, unlefs he either 
acre Was nothing really due to 
he had not power to com- 

© payment of it. 
ve nade theie fappofitions, Sir, 
ricr to thew, that he who receives, 
wavs be fuppofed to accept up- 
icrins On Which the thing is, or 
‘ed to be given. And now, to 
cus to tue proteit or declaration 
oon, if it had been drawn up 
prove without the knowledge or 
of Mr. Keene, and copy 
(to him after the figning of the 
ep cnuon, I fhall grant, that his re- 
or accepting 1t in this manner, 
nave been of no great moment: 
in complaifance have told 
nut he would fend a copy of it 
court, or to the S. S. company. 
was far from being the cafe, 
“pears from the papers already up- 
‘or table. Before the convention 
there was an agreement be- 


ea Nr Keene and Mr La Quadra, 
‘aca ceclaration fhould be made 
fhou.d "es and bgned by the latter, in 
the King of Spain : nay, far- 
store the King of Spain’s mini- 
ould the convention, Mr 
not only by word of 
fuppo- hy bat under his hand in writing, 
senoril © would receive or accept of this 


But and tranfmit copies of it 


at the court, and to the S. S, company. 
term ote ry then fuppofe, that, when 
ale, it “ceived this paper, he accepted it 
terms which were exprefied 
+ 
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in the body of it? and that, confe- 
quently, our leaving our S. S. company 
to the mercy of the King of Spain, was 
the condition upon which Mr Keene 
agreed, the jigning of the treaty was 
to be proceeded on? 

I was furprifed, Sir, to hear the Hon. 
Gent. fay, that Mr Keene, to fhew his 
candour, declared upon the {pot, that 
he did not accept of this declaration as 
any article or condition of the treaty, 
but that he received it only in order to 
tran{mit a copy of it to his court, and 
another to the S. S. company. I do 
not know what private information the 
Hon. Gent. may have about this affair, 
but the very contrary appears manifeit 
from the papers now on our table, and 
from them only wwe can judge. [Here 
he read paragraphs fiom feveral letters, 
&c.] From theie papers it is I think 
manifeit, that Mr Keene, by an agree- 
ment previou: to the figning of the 
convention, agreed to accept of this de- 
claration, and that he did accept of it 
without making any fuch counter-de- 
claration, either by word of mouth or 
in writing ; and, by his doing fo, it 
certainly became a part of the conven- 
tion. No civilian will, I am fure, fay 
otherwife. I fay, no civilian, Sir; for 
I have this day heard fome Gentlemen . 
of this houfe jay otherwife ; but they 
do not, I think, pretend to be civilians; 
and therefore, I hope they will not 
pretend to infallibility, or even to great 
authority, in a point that depends upon 
the laws of nature and nations. 

I fhall grant, Sir, that matters of a 
particular and perplexed nature are fel- 
dom fettled by general treaties. When 
matters of a general and national con- 
cern are adjuiied, thofe of a particular 
or perplexed nature, fuch as limits, da- 


_ mages and the like, are ufually referred 


to be adjufted by Plenipotentiaries, 
Commiflaries, or fome fuch miniilers, 
after the general treaty has been con- 
cluded. But our late convention with 
Spain was of an extraordinary kind 
for all the general rights and preten- 
fions in difpute between the two nati- 
ons, fuch as the freedom of our trade 
and navigation in the American feas, 

our 
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Our right to cut logwood in the bay of 
Campeachy, and all fuch, were left to 
be regulated by Plenipotentiaries ; and 
that affair which was the moft per- 
plexed, and required the moit particular 
difcuffion, I mean the damages fuftain- 
ed by our merchants, was the only affair 
that was finally adjufted by the general 
treaty. I beg pardon for faying fxally 
adjufled ; for, in my opinion, it was on 
our part abfolutely given up. I there- 
fore do not at all wonder, that the great 
claims our S$. S$. company had upon the 
crown of Spain on account of feizures, 
were left to be regulated by Plenipo- 
tentiaries ; but I was furprifed to hear 
the Hon. Gent. fay, that the accounts 
between the King of Spain and our S. 
S. company were all referred to the 
Plenipotentiaries. No, Sir; the King 
of Spain’s claim upon them was not re- 
ferred: we pofitively and exprefly al- 
lowed it, by our minifter’s accepting 
this protett as the batfis of that treaty. 
The court of Spain, Sir, were well 
apprifed of the necefhity our negotiators 
were under, towards the end of lait year, 
for having a treaty of fome kind or o- 
ther. ‘The miniiters of Spain knew, that 
our minifters had {pent 4 or 500,000 1. 
of the nation’s money, in fitting out fqua- 
arons of which they had made no man- 
ner of ufe. From thence they knew, 
that our minifters were under a necef- 
fity of having fomething to fhew, fome 
excufe to make, to parliament: and 
they would grant them nothing, they 
would give us nothing that looked like 
2 treaty, unlefs our minifter would a- 
bandon the S. S. company ; that com- 
pany mutt be entirely left to their mer- 
cy: The fum pretended to be due to 
them by the company, muft not only 
be acknowledged, but paid within a 
fhort term, otherwife they were to be 
Jeft at liberty to fufpend the Affiento 
of negroes ; whereas, the large fums 
due by them to the company, were to 
be left to a tedious difcuffion, and not 
to be paid tll their Plenipotentiaries 
fhould agree to it, which I am convin- 
ced they never would have done. All 
this they inlifted on, before they would 
vouchisic to give us any thing that 
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looked like a treaty: and for this :}. 
would not truft to our minitter’s \o.; 
they would have it in writing ; and ;) 
form of a proteft, which he was to 
cept of in a folemn manner, w:: 
method agreed on: nay, even fo; : 
acceptance they would not truft to 
word ; this too they infifted upon | 
ving by way of letter under his honj 
Does not this fhew,; that our min:ie, 
fo far as they durft venture, were yj 
ling to agree to every thing propok 
by the minifters of Spain? Suppoie, sj 
the King of Spain hasa right to 
pend the Affiento of negroes, in cj 
of any failure on our part; yet: 
cannot jullify Mr Keene’s 
that proteit in the manner he dic. } 
that acceptance, he not only acknow 
ledged the right in the King of Spar 
but he acknowledged that the ».§ 
company would be guilty of a fail 
on their part, unlefs they paid th 
68,000 |. within a fhort term ; aq 
this he did, tho’ he perfeétly knew 
that, in juftice, they owed no fucii ‘un 
nor had ever acknowledged, or 
mifed to pay fuch a fum, but upon cor 
dition of the King of Spain’s fett.: 
all accounts with them, and pey.g 
what might appear to be due upor. 01 
balance. 
What I have faid, Sir, I have ‘po: 
from the papers now upon our t.0¢ 
From them our negotiations, efpecia!y 
thofe that relate to his Catholics M: 
jeity’s proteft, muft ftand condemr 
with every man that perufes them, * 
them only. If there be any othe: 72 
pers which may juftify thofe nego: 
tions ; if the Hon. Gent. knows o! 2") 
fuch; if he knows of any letters, 
itructions, or other papers, from w!.c0 
it may appear, that Mr Keene dec:«' « 
when he received this proteft, that " 
did not receive it as any article or 0o™ 
dition of the treaty, that he receive ' 
only to tranfmit it to his court, ane 9 
the S. S. company : I fay, if the i. 
Gent. knows of any fuch, as, from w' 
he has faid, he would feem to infinu***s 
I am fure he ought, as a friend to Mr 


Keene, to agree to their being laid De 
foreus. The objections he has 


pleais 
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leafed to make, the dangers he has 
Leen pleated to frighten us with, are, 
hm my opinion, mere bugbears. ‘The 
of fhewing to Spain what con- 
eons we were willing to make for 


1 fort he fake of peace, is an objection that 
it to | as ttrongly againit laying be- 
7 ce us the letters and initructions to 
Commiffaries, as it can do againtt 
before us the letters and inftru- 
vere ons to Mr Keene and yet the for- 
Propas -yere laid before us without any 
pore Jty, and without producing any 
cect. And as no power in Eu- 
an ea « had the leaft concern in the nego- 
ad carried on between Spain and 
Af B no power in Europe had any 
pimediate Concern in the difputes be- 
the two nations, I cannot con- 
what occafion our minifters could 
a file ve to mention any other power in 
aid rope, in their letters or initructions 
—_ Mr Keene: and therefore, from their 
wildom, mult fuppofe, that no 
yp r power in Europe is fo much as 
ee voned in any of thofe letters or in- 
nal ns. For this reafon, if they were 


nted and publifhed, as well as laid 
‘this houfe, [ cannot fuppofe, that 
are willing to join with Spain 

| us, Could from thence be fur- 
with any pretence for doing fo; 


thole who are willing to affift 
pec the war, in cafe we fhould have 
ck Mg forat, could, from any refle- 
aeeail or expreflions in thofe letters or 
em, ructions, be rendered lefs willing 
tucy are at prefent to affift us. 
one . Sir, is a danger that none of 
have, am convinced, the 
to apprehend. But there is 
whe canger which fome of them 
leclar’d perhaps, have caufe to apprehend. 
that be expreffions in fome of 
or coi or inttruétions, that might 
many here at home, and raife 
in the nation, as would be 
Hon erous Confequence to our mini- 
_Much with a view to pro- 
to Mt stipe faétion to the nation, as to pro- 
porary expedients for our mi- 


this might appear from fome 


or if they 
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fhould all be Jaid before us; and this, 
if there be any fuch thing, is, I fhall 
grant, a danger which our minitlers 
have great reafon to apprehend: but 
this isa danger which, I am fure, ought 
to have no weight with this houfe. If 
it has any, it mutt be in favour of the 
motion ; and for this reafon I am the 
more fanguine for the motion, becaufle 
I find it oppofed by fome who may per- 
haps think themfelves expofed to this 
danger. 


The next, and the laft that fpoke in this 
debate, was Horatius Cocles, whofe 
Speech was to this effed. 

Mr Prefident, 
Shall not enter into the queftion, 
Whether our negotiations ftand con- 
demned or acquitted by the papers now 
upon our table? but I muit obferve, 
that tho’ feveral paragraphs have been 
read, and from thence feveral objecti- 
ons ftarted, by thofe who find fault with 
our negotiations; yet none of thofe 
who declare themfelves friends to our 
negotiations, have attempted to read, 
or to draw an argument from any on¢ 
of the papers now before us: from 
whence it would feem as if they were 
conicious, that our negotiations cannct 
be juftified from any of the papers we 
have as yet upon our table ; and, if they 
put a negative upon this motion, the 
whole world will conclude, that they 
are con{fcious, thofe negotiations can as 
little be juitified from any papers that 
can be laid before us: therefore, for 
reventing fuch an unlucky inference, 
hope they will agree to the motion. 
In this debate, Sir, we have heard 

Mr Keene’s conduct fo highly applaud- 

ed by fome Gentlemen, and fo loudly 

blamed by others, that I confefs it ex- 
cites a very great Curiofity in me, to 

fee all that can be faid both for and 2- 

gainft him ; and therefore, as I can fee 

no danger from our having all thofe 
papers laid before us, if there were no 
other reafon, I fhould be for the moti- 
on. But when I confider the duty we 
owe to our country, if the Gentle- 
man whofe conduét is called in que- 

{tion be guilty, the juitice we awe 
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to him if he be innocent, I think we 
ought to have the papers now moved 
for laid before us, even tho’ it fhould 
be attended with all the dangers we 
have been frightned with: and thofe 
who have any regard for him, mutt 
certainly, I think, be for it; becaufe 
his charatter, as a minifter, may per- 
haps be juttified by fome of the papers 
now called for; and it cannot, | am 
fure, be rendered worfe than it is al- 
ready in the eyes of many Gentlemen 
of this houfe, and, I believe, ot moft 
gnen in the nation. 


Aving now given you a full ac- 
count of this debate, I fhall 
next give you fome {peeches 

made in our club upon the 21{t of Fe- 
bruary 1739-40. ‘The queition in de- 
bate was, Whether an humble addrefs 
Should be» clented to bis Majefty, That he 
ractoufly pleafed to give dire- 
ftions to the proper officers to lay before the 
Houle, ald th porvers, infiructions, memori- 
als, letters and papers, relating to the con- 
mention betaween G. Britain and Spain, 
concluded at the Pardo, Fan. 14. 1739. 

By way of introduction to this de- 
bate, we had read in our club, 7/¢ ed- 
are fs of the house of Commons to his late 
Maje2y, [contained in the journal of 
that houfe of the 31it of March 1715,] 
That his Maye fy avould be pleajed to di- 
rec, that all prwers, i fructions, 

and papers, relating to the 


. 
Shen ict megotiations of peace and commer Cs 


tye 


he cefation of arin, mizht be laid 


house of the t/> of Ap» il fol- 


of the faid 


rN 
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» foem pe nléai fothe ufe, were 

ana il H lal Maje- 

vs to both houses of vament 


relating to the concl 


ynciufion of the and 


tempts to defeat the ProteRant fuc- 
ecfion s together with, The addre/s of the 
of Commons to his faid Majefy there- 
spor ; Contained in the journal of that 


houte, of the 23d and 24th days of 


March r-14, 


Lat boule; as allo, The journal 


in reiation to the appointment of 
a committee of feerecy, to whom the faid 


iruclrons, memoriais, letters and 
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The firf fpcech was made by M. Cato, 
avhich was in fubfance as follows. 

Mr Prefizent, 
OR as fond as moft Kings are of 
arbitrary power, it is Certain, the 
fovereign of thefe kingdoms is in , 
more happy and fecure condition, ther 
any abfolute fovereign upon earth; be. 
caufe, by our conilitation, and as 
as it has its due effeét, neither the 
contents nor the refentment of the peo. 
ple can ever affeé&t the throne. 
folute, as well as limited monarc!.\., 
it is not only the duty, but the buire: 
of the fovereign, to preferve the .:. 
tions and efteem of his fubjects ; 
caufe upon this alone his fecurity «1 
power neceffarily depend. I knw, 
Sir, that, in abfolute monarchies {2>- 
ported by ftanding armies, the fecur.ty 
and power of the fovereign depends vp. 
on the army, and not upon the peo)’: 
but, in fuch governments, the peo)’: 
are not properly fubjeéts ; they are the 
mere flaves of the fovereign and hii: <r 
my ; and are in the fame ttate with ec 
Villani in our ancient conftitution, \: 
were neither allowed to have arm:, 1: 
to know the ufe of arms. In fuc!) ¢o- 
vernments, therefore, the Gent.cinen 
of the army, and they alone, are p: 
perly to be called fubjeéts ; and 
their affections and efteem the fecurs 
and power of the fovereign mui «: 
pend: for when a difcontent amo’ 
them becomes general and vio" 
they mutiny; and fuch mutinies, 
may learn from the hiftories of a). © 
ges, are generally fatal to the fovere:.". 
as well as his minifters, without 1: 
king any diftinétion between the 1 °° 
cent and guilty. This isa danger wc 
an abfolute fovereign muft alway: 
expofed to; and the misfortune is, t= 
as none but the tools of minifters «°° 
favourites are ufually allowed to 
proach the throne, the King know: ' 
thing of the difcontents of his fubj:* 
till he hears of their having throw: « 
fide their allegiance. ‘Then both 
fecurity and power muft depend up" 
the fuccefs of his arms; and nei! 
can be re-eftablifhed, but by the ce:4 
of a great number of his 
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ie I, 
Cato rom hence, Sir, it is evident, that 
the fovereign of thefe kingdoms muft 
~iways be in greater fecurity than any 
monarch, By the conftitution 
i of cur government, while it is prefer- 
ap ved entire, the King can do no wrong. 
rah i: any weak or wicked meafures are 
~~ puriued, his minifters only are to bear 


‘eblame. The King can never fuffer 
-juch meafures, either in his perfon 
oval dignity, unlefs he fets himfelf 
as the fereen of his minifters, and 
a buckler for defending them againft 
te publick juitice of the nation: which 
never can do whilft our conftitution 
peterved. Whilft our parliaments are 
. owed to fit, and to be free and inde- 
rondent, they never will allow their fo- 
to take upon himfelf the blame 
jis miniiters, nor will they allow 
to grow general amongtt his 
ivjcets. When difcontents begin to 
cow general, there muft have been 
; me faultin the adminiftration, or the 
prope muft have been miftaken and 
il If the latter of thefe be the 
. an impartial and ftri€t enquiry, 
_ tree and independent parliament, 
| rectify the mitiakes of the people, 
their refentment againft thefe 
tut led them into an error. And when 
diicontents of the people proceed, 
‘ tuey generally do, from any real 
ft de o<nels or wickednefs in the admi- 
sail vation of our publick affairs, an en- 
=m y of this nature will point out to 
people, the miniflers that have dif- 
all 2 oged them, and to the crown, the 
“rvants that have betrayed it. A free 
ccd independent parliainent will not 
» Inno: »y tell the King that the people are 
which -‘pleafed with the conduét of his mi- 
“crs, but it will diftinguifh between 
"that ~ Innocent and guilty : the latter it 
tear from behind the throne, where 
minifters always endeavour to take 
<¢3 and thus, by clearing the throne 
ick ‘gut, it will reconcile the hearts of 
a the people to their fovereign. 
th his i this, Sir, the fuperior happinefs 
upon ‘Security of the fovereign of thefe 
confifts: and from this we 
Mey lee the duty that every Gentle- 
‘<0, a5 @ member of this houfe, owes 
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to his King, as well as his country, 
When any Gentleman of this houfe be- 
comes fenfible of complaints, clamours 
or difcontents among the peop!e of that 
part of the kingdom he repreients; and 
that thofe complaints, clamours or dif- 
contents are growing general, he is, in 
duty to his fovereign as well as his coun- hh 
try, obliged to move for an enquiry in- A 
to that part of the conduct of our ad- 
miniftration which occafioned them : 
and every Gentleman who think: there | 
are any iuch, is obliged to join with a 
him in the motion, even tho’ he fhould ; 
think, that there is no real ground for | : 
fuch complaint, clamour or difcontent ; | 
becaufe, in duty to our fovereign, we | i 
are obliged to inform him of every dif- :% 
content that arifes in any part of the i 
kingdom ; and, in duty to the people, 4 
we are obliged to give them fatisfacti- 7 
on; by punifhing the guilty, if the 
difcontent fhould, upon enquiry, appear 
to be well grounded; by convincing | a. 
them of their error, if it fhould be 
found, they have been deceived. This, 
Sir, is our duty ; upon the performance 
of this duty, the fuperior fecurity of the 
fovereign of thefe kingdoms depends ; 
and therefore every Gentleman of this 
houfe will certainly perform his duty . | ee 
in this refpeét, unle(s he be more at- 


tached to the fecurity of the King’s mi- 
nifter, than to the fecurity of the King 
himfelf. In abfolute monarchies the 
fovereign can expect no fuch fecurity 5 
becaufe no man can, in fuch govern- 
ments, come into any of the King’s 
councils, but fuch as are recommended 
by the King’s firft minifter, if the King 
be weak enough to have fuch a one: 
but, as no Gentleman, I hope, comes 
here by the recommendation of any 
minifter whatever, in this houfe his Ma- 
jetly may always, I hope, depend upon 
an honeit and fair information. 

This being the duty we owe both to 4 
our King and country, I mutt defire, 
that every Gentleman would confider, he 
what is faid among the peoples of our Att 
late convention with Spain, and the 
negotiations by which we were brought 
into that difhonourable and ridiculous 
treaty. Is not that treaty condemned. mg 
Uz bg 
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15 
by every man in the nation that dares 
fpeak his mind ? did it not, as foon as 
it was publifhed, raife a moft general 
clamour in every part of the kingdom? 
Thele difcontents at prefent lie {mo- 
thering under the hopes of a fuccefsful 
war, but they are far from being re- 
moved or extinguifhed. The people 
are flill convinced, that the treaty was 
a deftructive and difhonourable 
meafure ; that the honour of the na- 
tion was negotiated away, the jul 
claims of our plundered merchants gi- 
ven up, the S. S. company abandoned, 
and the freedom of our trade and navi- 
gation left in a moft precarious fitua- 
tion; and all for the fake of furnifhing 
fome Gentiemen with an excule, for 
mot having made the proper ule of 
thofe warlike preparations which had 
been made at a great expence to the 
nation. ‘This, Sir, is the way of think- 
ing amongtt a great part of the people ; 
and whillt they think fo, can we fup- 
pole, they will be fatished, or that they 
will forgive thofe who led the nation 
into fuch deitruCtive meafures ? Thefe 
diicontents do not as yet, I hope, affect 
the throne ; but if we do not take care 
to remove them, they may, they pro- 
bably will; and we can remove them 
no other way, but by a ftrict and 
Impartial enguiry into the meafures 
that occafion’d them. Whether thofe 
meafures were wrong, whether the dif- 
contents of the people be well or ill 
grounded, fignifies nothing: it is fuf- 
ficient caufe for an enquiry, that there 
are juch difcontents among the people ; 
and that there are, I believe no Gen- 

ill deny. If they are well 


tleman wil! 
founded, we are bound, in dutv to our 


them, or at leatt to remove them from 
our publick councils: we are, in duty 
to our fovereign, obliged to remove 
weak or wicked counfellors from about 
the throne, and to fhew the people that 
his Majefty is not to be blamed. If 
thele difcontents are without founda- 
tion; if there was no weaknefs nor 
\ ickednets in our late peaceable nego- 
tiations, nor in the convention, which 
was the ilue of them, and which I 
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think was the perfect picture of it: ps. 
rent ; we fhall be able, by an enquiry, 
to convince the people of their mii. »; 
which will be of great advantage to vs 
in the profecution of the war; becas:e 
the people will pay their taxes with 
pleafure, when they confider that the 
publick money is under the man2ce. d, 
ment of thofe who know how to ay» y vie 
it, and certainly will apply it, to the bea | 
advantage ; and our armies, both by 
fea and land, will act with courage an 
alacrity, when they have a conhcence 
in the wifdom and fkill of thoie tha 
conduét them. 

For this reafon, Sir, if we have ary 
regard to our fovereign, or to the tx 
ceis of his arms, which are now em- 
ploy’d, and will I hope be vigorou.'y 
emyloy’d, in vindicating the honour 
and the rights of the nation, we oug' 
to enquire into that part at leait of our 
late conduét which relates to the con. 
vention with Spain ; and therefore | 
fhall conclude with a motion for having 
all the papers relating to that nego: 
ation laid before the houfe. This mo- 
tion is founded upon a very famous pre. 
cedent, which has been juft read to 
you ; and when thofe papers are | 
before the houfe, I fhall then, in pur 
fuance of the fame precedent, move ‘0: 
having them referred to a committee 
of fecrecy : which I think myfelf now 
obliged to give notice of, in order 19 
obviate the objection ufually made 
gainft our addrefling to have fuch p 
pers laid before us. As the enquiry | 
thus intend to move for, is founded ur 
on fo late a precedent, and a precece”™ 
too in which an Hon. Gent. near ™ p 
had a very great concern ;_ as he w2 
fo zealous for enquiring into our peace” 
ab'e negotiations upon that occafion. 
hope he will not be againft fuch an ¢r 
quiry upon this: and really, if 1 we 
deemed worthy of giving him any «~ 
vice, I fhould advife him to be as 7°": ; 
lous now as he was at that time. ! 
fhould advife him to be for having t»* 
enquiry carried on in the moft itr 
manner, and by a committee of Ge! 
tlemen who can be no way fufpected “ 
a dependency upon, or a partiality '°' 
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-. of thofe that were concern’d in the 
’ ootiating of that treaty. He has often 
ys, that not only the treaty itfelf, 
- every flep towards concluding it, 
be juitified, and fhewn to have 
-» the molt wife and prudent meafure 
- pation could at that time purfue ; 
_ upon fuch occafions, he has al- 
vx\s arrogated to himfelf the fole ho- 


bet of that meafure. As to the wif- 
h by jon and pradence of the meafure, he 
> and nul be fenfible that a great part of the 
enc » differ in opinion from him. He 
that it know, that not only the treaty, 


- the negotiations which ended in 
ot treaty, or rather in the war which 
the natural confequence of it ;_ for 
treaty itfelf was rather the be- 
ving, than the end of a negotiation: 
-, he muft know, that both the 
‘y and the previous negotiations 
f our oc, and are ftill condemn’d by a great 
‘cof the nation; and therefore, if he 
‘Le fole author and advifer, in or- 
vindicate his character, he muft 


fe this is the only way of refuting 
cctions made to his conduct. 

. Sir, as Lalways had, and have 

. vad opinion of the treaty, as well 

‘ae previous negotiations, I am wil- 

to fuppofe, the Hon. Gent. was 

‘ie fole author and advifer of ei- 

*; and, by the nature of his office, 

-ould not be the conduétor. He 

de a- t very far out of his province, if 


hf ‘any thing more to do, either 
ury | ‘ie treaty, or the negotiations 
du ‘ preceeded it, than fimply giving his 
ecert 8, as one of his Majetty’s cabi- 
ir mt cconail; for I hope his Majefty’s 
e does not confit folel 

peace: perion: and therefore I think it 
on, | 7 ‘ys much his intereft to have that 
and impartially enquired 
wi order to convince the world, 


“¢ had not near fo great a hand in 
ls now generally fuppofed to 
e. had. "Phus, Sir, let the Hon. 
| | hear me confider the convention 

sat hoht he will; let him confider 


oes ; “Good thing, in which he had the 

ae ‘ately being the chief perfon con- 

ity for “<5 let him confider it as a bad 
ary 


ra itrict and impartial enquiry ; ' 


Proceedings of the Potrtican CLun. 


thing, in which he had no more con- 
cern than what belonged to him ; it is 
his intereft to have the affair enquired 
into ; and, confidering the general re- 
proach it has occafioned, I have fhewn 
that it is his duty: fo that I cannot 
but expect his concurrence in the mo- 
tion Lamtomake. I can conceive no 
reafon for his being againtt it, unlefs he 
be not only confcious that the conven- 
tion was a wicked treaty, but alfo that 
he was, contrary to the nature of his 
office, and inconfiftently with the con- 
ftitution of our government, the chief 
conduétor, as wellas the fole advifer of it. 
I hope, Sir, the houfe will pardon 
me, for taking up your time with fhew- 
ing fo particularly my reafons why the 
Hon. Gent. near me fhould concur with 
me in the motion I am to make ; m 
reafon for doing fo may be eafily guefled 
at. And as for the other Gentlemen 
now in this houfe, who may have had 
fome fhare in thofe negotiations, or in 
advifing that treaty, if there are an 
fuch; I am fure they ought, for the 
fake of their own characters, to pro- 
mote an enquiry into that affair, if they 
really think it will bear being examin’d. 
As for my own part, I fhall treely own, 
that, in my opinion, both the treaty 
itfelf, and the negotiations that pre- 
ceeded it, deferve to be, and I believe, 
upon a ftri&t examination, will be as 
explicitly condemn’d by parliament, as 
they have already been by the nation. 
The treaty of Utrecht, confidering the 
fuccefs of our arms, was a bad treaty ; 
our firft negotiations, which afterwards 
produced that treaty, were {candalous 
and difhonourable, becaufe they were 
feparate and diftin®t from our allies in 
the war: but when this treaty, and 
thefe negotiations, are compared with 
our late negotiations in Spain, and the 
convention that was the conlequence 
of them, if the authors and advilers of 
the latter efcape punifhment, the au- 
thors and adviers of the former deferve 
our thanks. Therefore, if the weak- 
nefs or wickednefs of any treaty or ne- 
gotiation, can be a reafon for a parlia~ 
mentary enquiry, we have more reafon 
to enquire into our late convention and 
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negotiations with Spain, than we had 
to enguure into the treaty of Utrecht, 
and tie negotiations that preceeded it : 
and if the difcontents of the people be 
a reafon for enquiring into any pu- 
blick tranfaction, I am fure we have 
more reafon to enquire into our late 
convention with Spain, than we ever 
had to enquire into the treaty of U- 
trecht. ‘The latter was very far from 
having raifed a general difcontent. Ie 
was, “tis true, condemned by moft of 
the men of fuperior knowledge and 
fenfe in the nation ; but it was approv’d 
by fuch as do not confider the remote 
confequences of things ; and, if we in- 
clude the populace, I may fay it was 
approved by a majority of the nation : 
whereas our late convention with Spain 
was not, Lam convinced, approved by 
any man of fenle in the nation, except 
thofe only who were governed by pri- 
vate and felfih motives of their own ; 
and the difhonour and difadvantages of 
itwere fo apparent, that it was exclaim’d 
agrinil by all ranks and degrees of men. 

I hone, Sir, it will not be urged a- 
gaint my motion, that the convention 
was approved of by paiiament: for, 
fuppole it had been approved oi in the 
moi plain and exprets terms in lait fef- 
fion of parliament, it can be no argu- 
ment againit enquiring into it, Or con- 
demning itin this. “Lhe treaty of U- 
trecht had been approved of in the mott 
exprefs terms by the very neat preceed- 
ing teflion of parliament, ana yer we 
find it was enquired into, and not only 
expreily condemned, but the authors 
and advifers of it punifhed, in what I 
my properly call the very next entuing 
fejlion. But the convention was io far 
from being exprefly approved in lait fef- 
fion, that it was with great difficulty, 
and by a {mall majority, it met with a- 
ny fort of approbation. Nay, I am 
convinced, if the argument had then 
relied upon the fingie merits of the trea- 
ty, it would have met with an expreds 
condemnation. But as peace is a defi- 
rable thing, and as Gentlemen were a- 
fraid, that by condemning the conven- 
tion they would prevent the conclu- 
fon of that treaty of peace they were 
made to hope for, and might thereby 


involve the nation in a war, there\>-: 
to avoid the imputation of being :) 
authors of a war, they were againi: 
demaing the treaty in parliament, 
they could not but condemn it in che, 
hearts. ‘Lhis, I verily believe, was tie 
way of thinking with many Gentleme fmm. 
who voted for the addrefs then propo. 
fed; and as thofe Gentlemen are now 


merits, I have reafon to hope, they \\.! ‘i 
not only join with me in moving tor the en 
papers relating to it, but alfo in moy 
for having thoie papers referr’d toa con ert 
mittee of fecrecy : for if the treaty «Qh 
ferved lait year to have been concen m 
ed upon its own merits, it muit now cefihe: 
ferve more to be fo, fince it has fai’. Orr 
producing the only good thing | 
Gentlemen could expect from it. \. 
{uch Gentlemen have, I think, mo 
reafon than others to have the wc. 
enquired into, and either vindicat.. of 
condemned ; becaude they were \ cat 
induced by falie hopes and aric. 
affurances, to give a fort of approost 
on to what had been condemned by © 
Majority of the nation, and what 
could not in their own confciences « 
rectly approve. 
But iuppoie, Sir, there may be 
Gentiemen in this houfe who cx °? 
prove, and {ill do approve of the 
vention, as well as the negotiation 
vious to it; and fuppofe, as the 
Gent. near me has often faid, that 00" 


may be fully juitified; furely no mcg 
Wii thinks fo can be againft our ti" t 
the moit proper method for bringing * 
nation into their way of thinking. | 
cetue of byinging others into our (qa 
nion, is fo natural to mankind, th: | 
man will refufe doing it, when he ' 


a proper opportunity for that 
and as the difcontents of the nation : 


run very high againft that treaty - , 
thofe negotiations, I have fhewn, ‘ ot 
it is the duty of every member ©! 


houfe to endeavour to remove tic” 
by taking the moft proper method ‘f 
fhewing the people their miftake, 2" 
that they have no reafon to be ditt" 
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- | free from iuch tears, as they may now 
confider the convention, and give thas ; 
jentiments of it freely,and upon it: own 
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Prelor 4 with either. Thus, if we approve 
ng UME coe convention, we ought to enquire 
nit co 9 it; if we do not approve of the 
nt, bnvention, we ought to enquire into 
in the _ and therefore, let Gentlemen pre- 
was the end what they will, I cannot fuppofe 
tlemeallmlmmh..c my motion will be oppofed by any, 
propo.fimmme: {uch as are confcious of the weak- 
re now sor wickednefs of that meature, and 
ay rowlmmre ogainit its being enquired into by 
left they or their friends, 
its Own no had a hand in that treaty, fhould 
ey wpe Chereby brought to fuffer the punith- 
tor the ent they deferve. But, as the num- 
of uch Gentlemen is not, I hope, 
a.com ery creat in this houfe, therefore I 


eld 


box | may make my motion with 
me confidence of fuccefs ; and, that 
here may be no objection made to the 


orm of it, I have drawn it up in the 


ncem! 
now 


thi words of the firft motion made for 
N juling into the treaty of Utrecht. 
» mo y motion is, [as before, p. 154.] 


nxt fpeech I foall give you, was 
vot made by M.Pullius Cicero, the 


poport of which was thus. 
Prefident, 
| by all the duties incumbent upon 
at t us as members of this houfe, 
ces eis not one more neceffary than 
of fupporting his Majefty in the 
re ‘cation of the prefent war, and a- 
di “2 every thing that may interrupt 
he or any of thole employed by him, 
proiecution. ‘The Gentlemen 
¢ Hon “t were concerned in advifing and 
at cucting our late negotiations with 
or in concluding the late conven- 
cre not, I am very fure, in the 
ring of a fair and impartial en- 
r. © ry into that whole affair, or of ha- 
ur ping ail the papers relatirig to it laid be- 
that ‘re Cals aflembly ; but af fuch an en- 
he i y were to be fet on foot, they would 
to be afraid of an unfair 
ion “partial enquiry into their conduct : 
aty “s. Sir, they would have reafon to 
ny pe vuld ; for tho’ fuch a thing be im- 
1t mutt be allowed to be pof- 
and a bare poffibility is in 
hod tefiicient ground of fear. This 
ae “Cf courfe give them a good deal 


slg cafinels, and put them to an infi- 
of trouble, as we may moft 
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rationally conclude, from the loads of 
papers we have already upon our table, 
relating to thoie traniactions. Theie, 
and a great many more, the Gentlemen 
concerned, and their friends, muit care- 
fully review ; for otherwile their ere- 
mies might, from fome of the papers, 
pick objections to their conduct, which, 
without examining other papers, might 
appear feafible and well grounded : 
from whence we muft perceive, what 
an infinite trouble the Gentlemen con- 
cerned in thole tranfaCtions muil be put 
to by fuch an enquiry 5 and this troa- 
ble no Gentleman can in jultice refolve 
to put them to, unlefs he fufpecs at 
leait their having been guilty of very 
great cnormities. 

From this confideration, Sir, which 
will hold good in all cafes as well as 
this, we ought to Jay it down fora rule 
of our eon in this houte, never to 
fubject any man to the trouble and dan- 
ger of an enquiry, unlefs we think we 
have good reafon to fufpeét his having 
been guilty of fome very great weak- 
nefs, or fome real crime, in the affair 
he had under his management. ‘This 
ought, in all cafes and at ail times, to 
be our rule of conduct ;_ but in the pre- 
fent cafe, and at the prefent time, we 
are more than ordinary under an obli- 
gation to follow it ; becaule we are now 
engaged in an expenfive war, and a war 
which may become dangerous as well 
as expenfive ; and becaufe fome of thofe 
Gentlemen that had a hand in advifing 
or conducting our peaceable negotiati- 
ons, are now employed by his Majeily 
in advifing or conducting the meafures 
proper to be taken for a vigorous pro- 
fecution of the war. ‘This every one 
knows to be our cafe at prefent; and, 
without compliment, I think I may 
fay thefe Gentlemen are the mot pro- 
per to be employed ; becaufe they mutt 
be fuppofed to be the moit fenfibly 
touched with the fhifts and chicanes of 
Spain, and the moit thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the affairs and prefent 
fituation of that nation. ‘Their retent- 
ment will prompt them to carry on the 
war with the utmoft vigour, and their 
knowledge will direct them how to 
carry 
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carry it on with the greateft fuccefs. 
Therefore, of all things, we ought at 
prefent to avoid entering upon an en- 
Guiry into their paft conduét, unlefs we 
are fully convinced of their having been 
ruilty of fome egregious weaknels or 
grofs fault; and, if none but thote who 
think fo will join with the Hon. Gent. 
in his motion, I believe it will not meet 
with that fuccefs he feems to expect. 

A popular difcontent or clamour, 
when it becomes general, and is enter- 
tained by men of fenfe and figure, as 
well as by the vulgar and ignorant, 1s 
a misfortune, I fhall readily grant, Sir, 
which ought never to be neglected by 
thishoufe. ‘This is what will never, I 
believe, admit ofa difpute amongft us. 
But the difpute generally is, Whether 
the difcontent be general, and by what 
fort of people it is entertained? and, 
in this moft Gentlemen without doors 
pats their judgment according to the 
company they keep, and the place they 
chiefly refide in. But this, 1 am fure, 
is far from being a right way of jud- 
ging within. Weare here, Sir, the re- 
pretentatives of the whole nation ; we 
are here to judge as the majority of the 
nation ought, and may be fuppofed to 
judge : and, as it is impoffible for any 
one member of this houfe to know the 
particular fentiments of every man in 
the nation, he muit form to himfelf 
fome other method of judging. ‘The 
only fure method he can for this pur- 
pote lay down, is, to confider the affair 
in quettion, and to fuppofe that the ma- 
jority of the nation, at leaft the majo- 
rity of men of fenie or hgure, are upon 
the right fide of the queition. ‘To ap- 
ply this rule to the cafe in hand: We 
are not to fuppofe, much lefs judge, 
that the majority of the nation are dif- 
fatished with the late convention, be- 
caufe we find the majority of thofe we 
converie with difiatished with it; nor 
are we to fuppofe, that the majority of 
the nation are pleafed with it, becaufe 
the majority of thote we converte with 
are fo: but we are to confider the con- 
vention itfelf, with all the circumftan- 
ces attending it; and, if we are from 
thence couvinced gaat it was a good 


* 


thing at the time it was made, ve 
ought to fuppofe, that moft men of §. 
gure and fenfe in the kingdom approy¢ 
of it. 

This is the only method, Sir, by 
which, as members of this houle, ye 
ought to judge what are the fentimens 


of the majority of the nation ; and ac. 


were, nor are diflatisfied with the |e 
convention between us and Spain, | 
caufe I think they neither had, +: 
have any reafon to be fo. His Mie. 
ity was certainly in the right to try «| 
peaceable methods for bringing ‘x 
court of Spain to hear reafon, be!or 
he refolved on having recourfe to arm: 
This was the repeated advice of 4: 
parliament ; and, his following ts 
advice, fhewed his regard to the trace 
and happinefs of his fubjects. [2 
court of Spain had, for fome year. « 
mufed him with promifes and \«: 
proteftations that they were 
fettle all difputes in an amicable : 
ner; and, the beft way for pois 
theie proteftations to the proof, 
bring them to fome one point, \. 
mutt neceflarily be performed in 2 ‘cs 
months. ‘The point fixed on by | 
Majeity for this purpofe was, thei: 
king good the damages our mer 
had fuitain’d. ‘This they 
the convention, to do ina very | 
time ; and, if they had performe: ' 
promife, it would have been a ¢ 
pledge for their fincerity in the 
ture negotiation. If the conven‘ 
Sir, had been a definitive treaty : 
by fuch a treaty, nothing had 9° 
obtained but a reparation for pail <* 
mages, without any ftipulation for‘ 
ture fecurity, I fhall grant it wo. 
have been a bad treaty. But, as ‘ 
convention was defigned only by \-/ 
of preliminary, and as immediate * 
paration for all paft damages was 1).° 
lated, in order to put the fincerity “ 
the Spanifh court to the teft, Im“ 
ftill think it was the wifeft and the &“ 
method we could take, for avoiding ‘ 
imputation of involving ourfelves © 
ly in war, and at the fame time for’ 
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gits being inthe power of thecourt 
us longer with empty 
or deceitful proteftations. 
is the only true light, Sir, in 
the convention can be confider’d ; 
confider it in this light, I 
uppole, that any impartial man 
- in the kingdom ever did, or can 
i frult with it, or with the ne- 
that preceeded it: and as 
Jways take the fenfe of par- 
: to be the fenfe of the nation, 
to lay, of the majority of thofe 
opinions we ought to regard, 
‘y, and ail the previous nego- 
javing met with the appro- 
I muit from thence 
conclude, that they were, and 
pproved by the majority of 
vtimake any fort of figure in 
‘The mere populace, in- 
) all countries, are fond of war; 
cuey can lofe nothing, and fome 
cm gcnerally make their fortunes 
"taerefore we ought not to won- 
they find faule with every mea- 
(is taken for avoiding a war ; 
‘oough it be their delight, muft 
4 to be a publick calamity : 
‘natural inclinations of the po- 
this kingdom, were rouzed 
mec by our merchants and fea- 
a0 hed faffered by the Spanifh 
- tions, and who were governed 
'pavate refentment, and not by 
ick regard for the good of their 
But I hope it will not be al- 
, tuat a war ought to have been 
‘into, merely for the fake of 
‘uci men fatisfaction ; or that 
vodle ought to enter upon an en- 
merely for the fake of put- 
to fuch difcontents. Be- 
even thefe difcontents cannot 
infiited on as a good founda- 
eran enquiry, becaufe they are 
Bow atan end. His Majefty’s 
“<cration of war puta final end to 
~“™, os we have often been told, even 
‘hove that feem to this 
enquiry indeed may, nay 


am convinced will revive them ; be- 
ei will be impoffible to convince 
fo partially, and I may 
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fay felfifhly, that any meafure for pre- 
venting the war was right, or that the 
advifers and condutors of tuch mealures 
ought not to be punifhed: and as I can- 
not fuppofe, that this houfe will punifh 
Gentlemen who fhall upon an enquiry 
be found, through the whole tenor of 
their conduct, to have had a true re- 
gard to the intereit of the nation in ge- 
neral; I mutt conclude, that the en- 
quiry propofed will probably end in re« 
viving thofe ill-grounded popular cla+ 
mours, with the additional misfortune, 
that this houfe will then fhare in the 
fuppofed guilt of our miniiters and ne- 
gotiators. 

Thus I have fhewn, Sir, that a pars 
liamentary enquiry into our late negoti- 
ations with Spain would be dangerous, 
becaufe it would probably revive the 
difcontents and clamours, groundleily, 
in my opinion, raifed againit thefe ne- 
gotiations; that fuch an enquiry would 
be prejudicial, becaufe it would inter- 
rupt us in the profecution of the war 3 
and that it ought neither to be infiiled 
on, nor agreed to, by any but thofe 
who are fuily convinced, that the Gen- 
tlemen who were concerned in advifing 
and carryingon thofe negotiations, were 
guilty of great failings and enormities. 
As Iam none of thefe, after thanking 
the Hon. Gent. for the piece of advice 
he was pleafed to direét, as I imagine, 
in particular to me, I mutt beg his par- 
don for not following his counsel. If 
I were the only perfon concerned, I 
fhould be very ready to take his advice; 
I fliould be ready, and fhall always be 
ready to fubmit any part of my con- 
duét to a fair and impartial enquiry : 
but I cannot make fo free with the con- 
duét of other Gentiemen. I cannot 
give my confent for fubjecting them to 
the trouble and danger of a parliamen- 
tary trial, when I do not think there 
is the leaft ground for fufpeéting their 
having been guilty of any fault, and 
much lefs of any crime. By a formal 
trial the moft innocent man muit cer- 
tainly be put to great trouble, and he 
muft always be expofed to the danger 
of miftakes, mifapprehenfions or par- 
tialities, on the of thote that 
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to be his judges : we have often heard 
of innocent mens being condemned 5 
and therefore I fhall never think it juit 
in me to give my vote for expofing a 
man to that danger, when | am fully 
convinced of his innocence. 

With regard to the precedent upon 
which the Hon. Gent. has been pleafed 
to found his motion, it may be a pre- 
cedent as to the formsof proceeding, but 
it can be no precedent as to the merits 
of the cafe. Will any Gentleman fay, 
thor becaufe we enquir’d into the treaty 
of Utrecht, therefore we ought to en- 
Quire into the late convention between 
Spain and us? Is there any parallel be- 
tween the two treaties? is there any 
parallel between the circumitances of 
this nation, or the circumftances of 
Europe, at thefe two periods ? 1s there 
any parallel between the perfons con- 
cerned in negotiating theie two treaties ? 
can the convention be fufpeéted of any 
fuch jatent defign as the treaty of U- 
trechit was, firongly, and with great 
reafon, fufpected of ? I am really fur- 
prifed, Sir, to hear the enquiry into 
the treaty of Utrecht brought as a pre- 
cecent, or an authority, for what is 
mow propofed. Lf it was mentioned as 
a proof that the parliament has a right 
to enquire into any treaty or publick 
tranfaction, itwas quite needlefs to bring 
a precedent or proof for this purpole ; 
becaufe it is what no man will now, 
thank God! deny. But if our havin 
enquired into that treaty was males. | 
as an argument for our enquiring into 
this, itis, [think one of the moft incon- 
clufive arguments that was ever made 

te of in any debate. The treaty of 
Utrecht was a moit difhonourable trea- 
ty, at the end of a moit fuccefsful war: 
‘The convention was only a prelimina- 
ry, OF an attempt to prevent a danger- 
ous war. At the time of the treaty of 
Ucrecht, the circuniitances of Europe 
were in the moft happy fituation for this 
nation ; and our enemies were in fome 
meaiure at our mercy, if we had not 
entirely confounded this happy ftate of 
our affairs, by deferting our allies at 
that critical yunéture: Whereas, at the 
time of the iate convention, the cir- 
Cummilances of Europe were in no very 
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happy fituation for us; and Iam 
it cannot be faid, that thofe we m »; 
then reafonably expe& to be our cx 
mies, were in any meafure at our ine: 
cy. The treaty of Utrecht was co: 
certed, negotiated and concluded, | 
thofe who were known, I may alr} 
fay declared enemies to the Protec. 
eftablihment ; and there was a 
fufpicion, that, in the negotiati: 
that treaty, there was an unde: 
plot for overturning that eitablithia. 
and placing the pretender upon id 
throne of thefe kingdoms: Can 1} 
faid, that the late convention was 1 
gotiated by fuch men? can it be. 
ipected, that any fuch plot was corned 
on under the cloak of that negotiat vr! 
Befides thefe differences in the '\ 
treaties, and the circumftances that « 
tend them, there was a very mate. 
difference in the approbation the « 
have met with. ‘The treaty of Utrect 


is the convention was approved 
of by this very parliament: and | 
not think, it would add much to ''¢ 
credit or dignity of parliaments, (0 
a treaty condemn’d in one feffion, \) 
had been approved of in the very )< 
preceeding feffion of the fame por 
ment. For my part, I cannot fee how 
any Gentleman can this feffion vote '" 
an enquiry into a treaty, which lait 
fion he fo far approved of, as to ac\'* 
his Majefty to proceed upon the f- 
ing of that treaty ; for I hope no Gc" 
tleman will, after what I have ‘:- 
vote for enquiring into a treaty wh. 
he thinks he has no reafon to conden" } 
and therefore lam convinced no G«" 
tleman will vote for this motion, w!° * 
greed to the addrefs laft year, upon ¢-" 
taking the treaty into our confiderat)”. 
From what I have faid, Sir, I ucpe 
it is evident the enquiry into the trea‘ 
of Utrecht can be no precedent or 
“same for what is now propofed. 
ave often indeed heard precedents 4° 
ted in this houfe, which I thought h#4 
very 


ver} 
Cy \ 
! 
| 
the 
| 
| 
was, ‘tis true, approved of by pas: tin 
ment; but it was by a new parli tl 
and a parliament generally comipvic: 
of men of a different complexion, tt 
— it was enquired into and conde 
; 
i} 
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| 
: 
J 
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very Lite relation to the cafe in hand ; 
bor | never heard a precedent quoted 
wich I thought lefs @ propos than the 
preent. ‘The enquiry into the treaty 
c! | techt can no more be brought as a 
precedent or an argament for enqut- 
reg into the late convention, than it 
cv be brought as a precedent or argu- 
ment for our enquiring into the grand 


j.nce; therefore the Hon. Gent.’s 


notion mult reft entirely upon the o- 
prion we have of the Gentlemen con- 
coned in advifing or conduéting our 
late negotiations with Spain, and upon 
the opinion we have of the fitnefs of 


prelent time for fetting on foot an 


enguiry into their conduét. As I have 
2 very good opinion of the Gentlemen 
concerned ; as I think there is nothing 
appears, either from the convention, 
or from the papers already before us, 
that can in the leaft impeach their con- 
cuct; and as I think this is not a fit 
time for enquiring into it if there did, 
| hall therefore be againft the motion, 
ard | hope every Gentleman that thinks 

| co, will join with me in putting 
hegative upon it. 


feech fhall give you upon this 
ccafin, was that made by Mecznas, 
alich avas to this efe®. 

Mr Prefident, 
| think it my duty to be warmly 
‘or this enquiry ; I think it my du- 
ot upon the principle of a Whig or 
ory, butupon a much better princi- 
‘nan either, a principle of love to 
country, fuperior infinitely to any 

names or diftinétions. But Iam 

‘inthe leatt furprifed, that fome 


ple 
my 
Scrvemen fhould be very unwilling 
could look back to the tranfa@tions 
‘ preceeded the war; tranfaétions 
-., for the honour of the nation, 
ought to with might fink in obli- 
while we are fmarting with 
‘~ ettects, it was poffible for us not to 
“member the caufe: and indeed I be- 
“ve, that fuch a retrofpeét would be 
punfel enough to us all; for who can 
 ealy, that confiders from what a 
r<cipice we lately efcaped, and that 
“© W210 drove fo near to it, have the 
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reins {till in their hands ? But. unplea- 
fant as it is to look back, it i: the pro- 
per befinefs of parliament: it 1s our duty 
to lock back, that we may know the bet- 
ter how to look forwards, that we may 
underftand the full merit of our mine 
fier’s fervices, and iuit our expectations 
of the future to our fenie of the pat. 
It has been faid, that this treaty we 
would enquire into, has been approved 
by this parliament. Sir, I will be bold 
to fay, it has been condemned in effect 
by the King himfelf, and by the whole 
legiflature. 1 will be bold to fay, there 
is not one word in his Majeity’s decla- 
ration of war, not one word in any re- 
folution, in any addrefs, or in any act 
of parliament for fupporting the war, 
that is not direétly oppofite to the prin- 
ciple upon which the convention was 
built, upon which all our meatures, all 
our negotiations were founded, as jong 
as the genius of our miniflers prevailed 
over the fpirit and fenfe of the nation. 
Sir, the principle of the war is, to con- 
fider our right, Not to be fearc/ed, asan 
indubitable claim, that will not admit 


of any difcuffion: ‘The principle of all 


thefe negotiations, and of the conven- 
tion itfelf, was, to confider it as a mat- 
ter that required to be difcuffed, and to 
be regulated. And would to God, Sir, 
we had gone no farther in the courte 
of thofe able negotiations: but it is a 
melancholy truth, which can be proved 
from papers now on your table, that, 
for many years together, there was 
hardly a letter written by our minitters, 
a demand made by them, or a plan of 
accommodation propofed or accepted, 
which did not evidently tend toweaken 
our own right, and ftrengthen our ene- 
mies, by fome new miftaken concepti- 
on in their unwarrantable, groundlefs 
pretenfions. Nay, fo late as in De- 
cember 1737, we contended with our 


whole ftrength, that the regulations laid 


down in the treaty of 1667, with re- 
gard to fearching in the feas of Europe 
for contraband goods, fhould be deemed 
to extend to America, and obferved 
there, in fearching our fhips. What 
a condition had we been in, how grofly 
entrap’d by our own aftonifhing 
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France, ' Spain had taken us at our 
‘ nd allowed the demand! with 
what grace, after that, could we have 
preiuined to talk of No fearch? But, 
luckily for us, the Spanith minifter fer- 
ved us a great deal better than our 
own: he was fo good to teach us, how 
to underitand our own treaties 5 and fo 
at lait we faw our error, and fet the 
difpute on its proper foundation. Are 
not theie matters that deferve to be 
Jook’d into a little more clofely ? is not 
here bufine(s fufficient to employ a fe- 
cret committee ? 

Sir, is it enough fora miniftry to de- 
clare themfelves honeit and wife? and 
are we to take their words for it, a- 
init fuch terrible grounds of fufpici- 

Sir, Town mytelf very unfit to 
for Gentlemen in an adminiftra- 
ticn; but, if I could form any judg- 
ment how they ought to conduét them- 
felves, I fhould think, the throwing out 
dai'y defiances to find any fault with 
on n, and then denying all means of 

nqairy, muft be very bad policy ; be- 
caule it is fo far from looking like in- 
nocence, that it gives the tron geft iuf- 
picion of galt. When k. Charles I. 
told tne Commons, (who were pre 
ring complaints againit Buckingham) 
that he would not allow any of his fer- 

vants to be gueitioned in parliament, 
he {poke the language of defpotick 
power, and fuch as this houfe would 
neve¥ endure. But if, inftead of fpeak- 
ing fo openly, he had a little foftned 
his tile; confefled their right to que- 
‘ftion his fervants, but at the fame time 
denied them the means: if Buckingham 
himfelf had ch: illenged them toexamine 


his conduct, or the conduét of thofe who 
} 


ord, 


acted by his niiructions, and under his 
orders ; and then refufed them the f ight 
of thole initr sctions, and the regular 


methods, according to the ufage of par- 
Hiament, of examining into tho fe orders: 
the appe indeed would have been 
bu wt the ittelf would 
have equally cangerous, equally 
ights of this houfe. 

ament would not have 
+ it was compofed of fuch 
men, as had no influence upon them, 


nce 
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to abate the fpirit and zeal with wh ich 
they proceeded to enquire into, and p 
nith mal-adminiftration ; fuch men >: 
at their firit meeting, before tinc yw 
give one penny of money to te 
the King ina war with Spain, awh ich 
had been begun at the defire of par lian nent, 
appointed a committee to confiler 
fecret affairs, and another comniit:ee 
for grievances. You will find them up. 
on their journals: ‘Chenegleé of gue: 
ing the feas; The mifemploymen: of 
the publick treature ; and, ‘The 
nour brought upon the nation ; thee 
they reloived to enquire into be'ore 
they voted any fupply, without apr 
hending any reproach of want of 2..!] 
for the King, or the war; but tht 
they might know the true ftate of the 
nation, and carry on the war with mo: 
chearfulnefs, when juitice was 

on thofe who had involved them in io 
many-difficulties. The fame parliament 
declared, and it ftands uncontroverted 
yet upon your journals, “ That com- 
mon fame is a good ground of ee ed- 
ing for this houfe, either by enqu 

r, if the houte find caufe, by impeac 
Accordingly, queries were 
drawn up, to enquire into the conc. 
of Buckingham, which were afterw«: 
turned into articles of iampenchesent 2 
gainit him: and the King, to fave is 
miniiter, had no other way than «i- 
folving that parliament; for the 
foftning them by corruption was not !1 
ufe in thofe days. 

Sir, I hope, i have not mifpent y 
time in calling back to your men 
the proceedings of a former houte © 
Comméons, which deferve, I think, ¢ 
greateit refpect, and are mentioned 
reverence by the moft impartial bi 
rians. How hiftory will mention our, 
I with we may think worth our co" 
cern ; but how the nation will judge ot of 
them now, I am fure we ought to con 
iider. Sir, if a King has loft the eltee? m 
and the hearts of his people, the inte’ 
pofition of parliament may awaken him 
toa fenfe of his error, and by healing 
councils, reconcile, and reftore them - 
gain ; but if parliaments themfelves 
fo as to lefe their own dignity, and, | rd 
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pril 1741. 
che efteem and love of the 


d pu. ole, who fhall then interpote, or 
‘nas, oediator is left? Te is fuch an 
vould adinits of no remedy it is the 
Pport yyjsjortune that can ever befal 
coverpment. 

ment, haveapproved the convention 5 
cr of save rejected a motion for laying 


jement, the inftructions of 
who concluded and fign- 
convention; and then to 

che means of examining into 
negotiations, upon which Spain 


lit'@e jaren 


theie |. thofe very pretenfions that 
fighting now to deftroy, will 
Dpre- sinly do us great honour in the 
zeal pvion of thofe who are this year to 
that millions for fupporting the 
f the What they will think of all 
more {do not know; but, I am apt 
€ up- believe, they will never think a- 
in io without having it at the fame 
ment oo their thoughts, that the fame 
rted eof Commons has three times re- 
cred the place-bill. 
eed Fournal to be continued.) 
On EDUCATION. 


HE youth, deftin'd by the mufe 
- charm with verfe a future age, 
have his bofom fir’d [-age. 

ith Virgil’s, or great Homer's 

H.. tender breaft beat for fi aie, 

_ vd noble foul with rapture glow, 

f+ ave difdain the pomp of guilt, 
» ever fordid pleafure know. 

vavife’d he in Homer reads, 

How Hettor for his country flood, 

zeal houldwarm bis cheek, 

glory fire his mounting blood. 


D: pen his mind, in manhood firong, 
ars. n-guided, with religion fhine, 
d hisworitings crown, 
il beauties beam in ev'ry line ? 
son- Virtue, the progeny of heav'n, 

can godlike thoughts impart ; 
ter- corrupt the foul, in vain 

of all the pow’r of art. 
ing we"! true Virtue once unite 

karning of terrefrrial birth, 
their mufic will renew, 

vr 


POETICAL ESSAYS. 


“ind defcendtoraptur' dearth. Thou 


165 
To C—Il F—-s, upon reading fome of his 
works, particularly DO N, a poem, celebra- 
ting the memory of fome Scors Heroes. 
O on, ingenious Bard, exert thy rage, 
To brand the vice of a corrupted age 3 
Siidl in illuftrious light the chiefs expofe, 
Who courted toil, and at mean repofe 
Whoa bravely firuggl’d jor the glricus caufe, 
Their country’s freedom, and its dying laws. 
What thd they firuggld feemingly in vain? 
What th? mean daftard fouls, that huge’ dthe chain, 
Born ta be flaves, with bafe unmanly wit, 
Approv'd the cow rdly prudence to fubmit ? 
The godlike hero fill unmov'd remains, 
Rejeés the yoke, and lawlefs might difdains. 
His fleady foul the forms of fate defies s 
He greatiy conquers, or he greatly dies. 
So the proud oak, that lords it @er the woods, 
Smiles at the bluff ring North, and b aves the floods; 
Dauntlefs, tho mighty tempejis round him fly, 
He rears his awful fummit to the ky. 
Such is the theme a patriot ought to chufe, 
And fuch the obje? of thy patriot-mu/e. 
Thou firiv ft, by bright example, to in/pire 
Each Albian youth to emulate his frre; 
Difdain to be outdone in glorious deeds, 
And burn with envy when the hero bleeds. 
Thus the immortal heir of Philip's crows, 
Fir'd at Pelides’ overgrown renown, 
With noble pride and emulation hurl'd, 
Outfript his rivak and fubdu'd the world. 


By aSon, on the death of his Farner. 


E prefent, all ye tender powers of grief? 

Affift me now to breathe a filial love, 
And vent a foft affection ; bring with you 
The plaintive meafures of the Dorian fong !—~ 
No more the meads with fylwan bhom adorn’ d, 
The foady groves no more can yield delight. 
The filver frreams, that gently roll alon 
Sound nought but grief, their folemn pe. © notes 
Condole my The fighing weftern breexe 
Whifpers my forrows, and my doleful moan. 
Infenfible to love, no more I feeb 
The joft infection flealing on the heart, 
And Celia’s charms arenomore charms with me.— 
Ob! would fome God propitious difengage 
My foul impatient of this mafs of clay! 
How would I foar thro all th’ ethereal fpace 
In queft of thee!—thou dear paternal fhade!— 
But fure the Joining firains of paradi/e, 
Th? expreffive language of celfials 
Are to defcribe thy blifs, 

oft of Fathers, and the bef of Men! 
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Wake, my mufe, exert thy pointed rage, 
And mark a foe detefted to the age} 
A female worm, with bitter venom fraught, 
“ i/ons life, and fowrs the chea ful draught; 
tof all the fofine/s of ber fex, 
i" form to spit at, and a tongue to vex: 
Panifed from youth, foe's forced to repair, 
here fwaddled zeal and wither’ d maids defpair: 
With theje, plac d gravely on her cuftim'd jeat, 
‘The puppet wall, and aents her fpite in fate ; 
Her pour ‘don each dev sted head, 
The spider treads in tri oer the dead. 
Thele ave ber liv'ries, thefe you may apply, 
And J-—y fands conf before eye. 
Eainb. Fav ITOR. 


A WISH to Hyceta. On feeing a Lady , 
fuddenly taken ill of a Cholick. 
5 1S now wih for AL fculapius’ art, 
To aid the fair avha touches every heart. 
O}! avere my foul from earthly matter free, 
Dd range the shibe for medicine to thee 3 
I'd fearch cac a plant, examine all the flrwers, 
Kind nature fuckles with her genial powers 3 
Like the loborious bee, with art more true 
mots extra the healthy dew 3 
gutces of each root and uit ould be 
Died? d for health, anda car eful é At to thee. 
Tien to Fiygera wre my pray’r, 
Jo crant me heave nly lerve the fair. 
cure perform d, my foul ould refi ‘content, 
Lid praile Almighty te e for the event ; 
pate er means or medicines we Ys 
Wie know the fucce/s jprings from pou vers on high. 
Ni Deus affuerit, virefque infuderit herbis 5 
Quid rogo dictamnus, vel quid pannacea juvent? 
anh. March 30. 


On the return of the French fleets. 
Nee hafle her fi. to fuec Spain; 
hey Jawwe—and they return'd 
again. 

Pl—ry heard; vet, unconcern’d, he 
Vernon's arens may Spanith py ide, 
Brat thunder may be be harl'd, 

then P—all thi: fy fuch is my 
old one fe all deftro ro} 


P I GRA M. 
told his ipe he dur fi be bold to fi "ear, 
Whateer jhe pray'd for, heav'n evduld 
th-vart her rayr: 


ed, fave Ne “il, “tts m plea sd to hear, 
for our hing life, im) dear. 


April 1 
What is LOVE: 


Oxve's ne irregular defire, 
L No fudden fiart of rar 
Which in a moment crows 

And in a moment cools agin, 


Not found in the fad fonnettecr, 
That fingsof darts,defpair,ars 
And hy whofe difmal verfe, 


He wants not heart alone, but 


Nor does it center in the beau, 
Who fizhs by rule, in order die:, 

Whole all confips in outward 
And want of wit by dre/s 


No; love is fomething fo divine. 
Defeription would but make i: |. 

Tis feel, but can't 
what I know, but can't 


The ROSE. AnOnpeE. Writes 
in the manner of Azacre:y. 


Hat cruelhana, fi 
Sora 
Stranger, afk not; he that 
May the fame fad treatment rit. 


It was Belinda ravife'd me, 
From my tender parent’ s fide, 
This morning, ere the genial ray 

Had difcover’d half my prid:. 


Thro’ my thin foliage clfely WOT, 
She foftly breath’ d the Spicy 
Her’s are the odours rourd yous: 


Her's the rich perfume alk. 


Then o'er my [yftem light fhe bent, 
And with her living rubies pre). 

The ghwi ing gems their colour lent, 
And in a double crimfon drefs 't. 


She plae’d me in her fnowy neck, 
uf where the panting orbs dix 
And, What thou hideft, thon fralt 
Today, dear pretty flow'r, foc 


My wvbite, thy blues foall difplay ; 
AY coldne/s animate thy frre 
There flourifh, from rude fingers fre 
here thenfands gladlywow dex}: 


how'd ; foe finil'd; now in arin? 
jocund ; now in wan't 


Till at laft the fickle thing [mares ; 
Us'd me thus, to pleafe fome daifie:. 


Strang” 3 
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afk not of the fair, 
“Haw nan’ d, or where foe's fien ; 
the brighteft nymph that eer 
Tyipt it o'er the velvet green. 
4r the daify-love, that’s new, 
forlake the fincft role : 
the marks the fair difchfe. 


KIN G’s Speech to the Parlia- 
sient, April 8. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
A, the opening of this jejfion, I took 
notice to you of the death of the late 


ar, and of my refolution to adbere 


encacements Lam under, tn order te 

of tle valance of power, 

Lberties of Europe, om that im- 

occafton. The affurances I re- 

i from ‘yOit, in return to this commu- 
euere perfectly agrceable to that 
cid vigour which this parliament 


Uays “exeried the Support of the 


(and intereft of my crown and king- 
and of the common caufe. 

svar which has fince broke out, and 
on, in part of the Auftrian 
é 0, and the various and extenfive 
( ch are publickly made on the 
s fucceyion, are nevo events, 
i toe utmoft care and attention ; 
nay invalve all Europe in a bloody 


cud, in confequence, expofe the do- 
sof fuch princes as foall take part 

i of the pragmatic fanction to 

‘ and immediate danger. The 
‘lunzary has already made a re- 

“the 12,000 men exprefly fti- 
j treaty; and thereupon I have 
‘ of the King of Denmark and of 
of as Landgrave of 
their relpettive bodies of 
jinx of 6000 men each, to be 
sto march fortowith to the af- 
of ver Hungarian Majefly. I 
concerting fuch further meafures 

and difappoint all dange- 
‘htenus and attempts, that may be 
“"s oY carried on in favour of any 


|<! pretenkons, to the prejudice of the 


dujiria. In this complicated and 
flate of things, many incidents 
“DU, daving the time, when, by rea- 


a? 


The Kino'’s Speecn, 


167 


Son of the approaching tanclufion of this 
parliament, it may be impoffible for me to 
have your advice and affiflance, which 
may make it neceffary for me to enter into 
Sill larger expences, for maintaining the 
pragmatic fanéion. In a conjunclure 
fr critical, I have thought it proper, to 
lay thefe important confiderations before 
you, and to defire the concurrence of my 
parliament, in enabling me to contribute 
in the moft effectual manner to the fuppore 
of the Queen of Hungary, the preventing, 
by all reafonatle means, the fubverfion of 
the houfe of Aufiria, and to the maintain- 
ing the liberties and balance of prwer i 
Europe. 
Gentlemen of the houfe of Commons, 

JT mnuft recammend it to you, to grant me 
fuch a fupply as may be requifite for thefe 
ends; and the jujt concern and readinefs 
avhich I have coufiantl found in you, to 
make all neceffary provifions for the pu- 
blick good, and cur common fecurity, leave 
me no room to doubt of the fame good dif 
pofition and affection in this infiance. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I am perfuaded, I need fay no more 
to recommend thefe confiderations to you, 
which fo neceffarily arife from the prefent 
fituation of affairs: I fhall therefore only 
add, That whatever expences may be iu- 
curred on this occafion, fhall be made in as 
frugal a manner as poffible; and an ac- 
count thereof foall be laid before the next 


parliament. 


The LORDS Addrefs. 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

E your Majefty’s moft dutiful and 

loyal fubjects, the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal in parliament affembled, beg 
leave to return your Maje/ty our moft hum- 
ble thanks for your graciows /peech 
from the throne, and for your Mayefty’s 
great attention and care for the prefer- 
vation of the balance of power, and the 
peace and liberties of Europe, inwhich the 
tranquillity and fecurity of thefe kingdoms 
are fo nearly interefled. 

We cannot but exprefs our great con- 
cern, That a war has broke out, and is 
carried on, in part of the Auftrian domi- 
nions ; and we are highly fenfthle of your 
Majefly’s rxal wifdom, in the refolution 
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168 The Lorps and Commons Addreffes, Aprilissy 
you have been plea fed to declare, for the 


maintenance of the pragmatic fan&ion, 


Queen of Hun- 


and the affiflance of the 2 


ary. * 


We affure your Majefty, That, in cafe it 
feall become necefjary to enter into fur- 
ther expences in jo juft a cauje, your Ma- 
may depend on our zealous and chéar- 
Sul concurrence, in enabling your Mazefly 
to contribute, in the mofi effectual manner, 
fo the fupport of the Q: Oucen Hue ary 
and to tie ruenting, by all reafoi table 
means, the jithverfion of the boule of Au- 
fria, the ancient an ad natural ally of the 


Britii® crown. 


We think ourfelves obliged upon this oc- 
to renew the pro} fefhions of our ma/t 
and inviolable fidel ity ; and to give 
your M, the frong cf afjurances, That 
if ary part of your dominions, altho’ not be- 
ing tothe crown of G. Britain, foould 
be attacked or infulted, by any prince or 
avhatlever, in refentment of the 

and neceffary meafures, avhich your 
Mo hath taken, or foall take, for 
mainta: the prag matick fané&ion, we 
are determined to exert ourselves to the ut- 
in defending ard proteBing fuch do- 
aminions from any fuch attacks or infults. 


The KI NG’s Anfwer. 


My Lords, 1 thank you very kindly for 
this moft feafonable and duti iful adtre/i. 
The true concern you foew for the offi- 
france of the Queen of Hungary, and the 
Support of the houfe of du is very 
to me. — The affurance you giv 
me, in velation to my territories abr oad is 


a Prone proof cf your affection to me 


you may depend on my making no ior ule 
of the confidence you repofe in me, than to 
enable me to a& avith vigour, in main- 
taining the prag rmatic fan&ion, and in 
the pre, fervation of the balance and k- 
berties of Europe, and of our common in- 


terefi and jecurity. 


The COMMONS Aaddrefs. 


E your Majefly’ s dutiful and are fuch evident proofs of your cor 
loyal fubje-?s, the Commons of G. 
Britain in per nt Tombled, beg leave 
fo return your bumble 
thanks for your of mo/? gracious 
Speech from t! thro mE d to expre/s our 


dutiful jenje of your Maye fy" and 


due regard for the rights and inter: 
the Queen of Hungary, and for me.» ». 
ing toe pragmatic We. 
but entirely concur with your NM. 
the prudent meafures which your 
is pur juing for the fupport of ti 
caufe, and for the preservation 
berties, and the balance of power in Ey. 
rope. We acknowled.e your 
avifdom and refolution, in not jr "2 
your felf to be diverted fiom fleadil, 
ering im your juft purpofes of fu. 
the engagements which your ergs 
entered into with the houfe of ¢. 
and do affure your Majefty, that in ; 
and in vindication of the honaur a. 
nity of the Britifh crown, this howe... 
efficinally fiand by and fupport your 
again all infults and attacks, 
any prince or power, in refentment ¢ 
jup measures which your Majefty 
taken, fhall make upon any of \ ir 
Maje/y’s territories or dominions, 
belonging to the crown of G. Britain, 
And we beg leave further to aff: 
Majefty, that in any future events, 
may arife from this uncertain fia 
things, and which may make it no. 0 
for your Majefly to enter into fitli 
expences, your faithful Commons ov... 
able your Maj ely to contribute, in i 
effectual manner, to the fupport 
of Hunga ry, £0 the prevent: 
all reasonable means, the fubver 
—_ of Auftria, and to the maint: 
the pragmatic fanZion and the 
and balance of Europe. 


The KING’s Anfwer. 


Gentlemen, J give you my than’ 
this dutiful and lal addre/s. Your real 
readiné/s in enabling me to make 
encacgements with the Queen of Hs 
ry, and the affurances you give me, 
Suffer my foreign dominions to be 
on account of the meafures 1 am pe us ie 


Sor the fupport of the pragmatic janis 


-. | 


+ 


for maintaining the liberties and bala nc 
of powver in Europe, and of your great tre 
gard. for my honour and intereft, that J . 
may depend upon all fuitable return: / 

me for this particular mark of yo? ae 
lion and confidence in me. 
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debate between the committee and O. 
Cromwel, continued from p. 83. 


3th of April, ( according to Whit- 
lock) the committee attended the Pro- 
tector, and offered the following reply. 
S the requeft of the parliament is 
of too great importance to be ei- 

her granted or refufed without long de- 
iyeration, we have thought it necefla 


o attend your Highnefs a fecond time, 
hat this great queition, after having 
cen on both fides attentively confider- 
J, may at laft be diligently difcuffed, 
pnd determined with that caution which 
s always to be ufed, where the happi- 
mols and of the publick is 
vidently concerned. 
That the title of King is not abfo- 
and phyfically neceflary to go- 
vernment, will be readily admitted ; 
for, if government can fubfift an hour 
mcr a cay without it, no man can afirm 
tat it is abfolutely neceffary. Necef- 
ft; in this fenfe has no place in politi- 
c. tranfactions. Laws themfelves are 
cblolutely neceffary ; the will of 


~ 


prince may fupply them, and the 


‘com and vigilance of a good prince 
mise a people happy without them. 
Natural neceffity allows no room for 
(putation, being always evident be- 
\ controverfy, and powerful beyond 
‘icance. Therefore, in all debates 
‘tus kind, by neceflity, moral necef- 

‘ to be underftood ; which is no- 
‘'¢ more than a high degree of ex- 
pecience, or inconteftable reafons of 
preierence. 

hat the title of King is in this fenfe 
receflary to the government of thefe 
n.tions, may perhaps be proved ; but 
“" «tempt to prove it feems in the pre- 
fate of the queftion fuperfluous, 
“ule the requeft of the parliament is 
iMelf a reafon fufficient to overba- 
sce all that has been ur 


‘ 


Huon to it. ‘And it may therefore be 


rather 
oe required of your Highnefs to 


Prove the neceflity of rejeéting that title, 
Which the whole people of England in- 
treat you to accept, 

For nothing tebe than neceflity ought 


to be put 
with the defires of 
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the whole people legal! fented. 
or whence can it arife? That either 
monarchy, or any other form of go- 
vernment is contrary to the oman 
will of God, cannot be pretended. No 
kind of government is unlawful in its 
own nature, nor is any one dignified 
with a higher degree of the divine ap- 


ry probation than another: political in- 


{titutions are like other contracts, in 
which fuch ftipulations are to be made 
as the contracting parties fhall judge 
conducive to their happinefs, and they 
muft therefore vary according to the 
various opinions of thofe that make 
them; but, when made, they are all 
obligatory and inviolable. ‘There is 
therefore no neceflity from the divine 
commands, either of accepting this 
title, or refufing it’: there is nothing in 
the name of a King either /acred, as 
fome have had the weaknefs to affert, 
or profane, as others have imagined 
with no better reafon. ‘The neceflity 
on either fide muft therefore be acci- 
dental, and arife from circumftances 
and relations. And furely the pre- 
are of many hundred years, the 
authority of the law, and the appro- 
bation of the people, are circumftances 
that will conftitute the higheft degree 
of political neceffity. 

That monarchy under the title of 
King has all the fanétion that antiquity 
can give, is too evident for controverfy 5 
but it may perhaps be queftioned how 
far the fanction of antiquity deferves to 
be regarded. ‘The long continuance of 
any practice, which might have been 
altered or difufed at pleafure, is at leaft 
a proof that no inconveniences have been 
found to arife from it: and a cuftom, 
not in itfelf detrimental, becomes every 
day better eftablifhed ; becaufe the o- 
ther parts of life will be regulated with 
relation to it, till what was merely arbi- 
trary at firft, appears in time effen- 
tial and indifpenfable. The nation 
might doubtlefs, when government was 
firft inftituted here, have chofen any 
other conftitution no lefs Jawfully than 
that of monarchy ; but monarchy, ¢1- 
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sher by or chance, was ¢- 
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fi2blifhed, and the laws have all been 
made in confequence of that eftablifh- 
ment, and fo itrongly connected with 
it, that they mutt fland or fall together. 
The King is obliged to a&t in confor- 
mity to the laws, and the law can only 
att by commiflion from the King. The 
prerogative of our monarchs, and the 
authority of our laws, it has been al- 
ready the tafk of feveral ages to regu- 
late and afcertain; a tafk which muft 
be again begun, if the fupreme magi- 
{trate has another title. 

If it be urged, ‘That this labour may 
be {pared by one general ad, declaring 
the power of the Protector the fame 
with that of our former Kings ; What 
then have we been contending for? A 
mere name! an empty found! yet a 
found of {uch importance as to be pre- 
ferred to the voice of the whole people. 
But this certainly will not be propoled ; 
becaufe, if fuch an act be publick, all 
mult be immediately convinced, that 
they are governed as before, by a King, 
and therefore all objections to our an- 
cient conititution remain in their full 
ftrength. 

But indeed the long continuance of 
monarchy, is an irrefragable proof, that, 
in the opinion of the people, there have 
hitherto arifen no laiting or heavy ca- 
lamities from it; and that therefore no- 
thing can reafonably be feared from re- 
viving it, at leait nothing equivalent to 
the diicontent that will be produced by 
2 total alteration of our conftitution, 
and the apprehenfions which a new 
power, or new title, muft certainly 
Create ; 2 title of which the import is 
unknown, and a power of which the 
Limits are unfertled. 

Antiquity, which to the wife and in- 
quifitive is often only a proof of gene- 
ral approbation, becomes to the vulgar 
a foundation for reverence. Inititutions 
and cultoms are long continued becaufe 
they are good, and are reverenced be- 
caute they have been long continued. 
‘Thus the danger of changing them, 
frows every day greater, as the real 
utefulnets is always the fame, and the 
accidental efteem of them is always in- 


creaiing. ‘To thew how much this re- 
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gard to antiquity contributes to the coo 
order of the world, and how ineyi:,)); 
it arifes from the prefent ftate of thing: 
is not at prefent requifite ; fince ey». 
rience may convince us of its influence, 
and the experience of our own time 
above any other, in which we have «). 
moft every day been changing the form 
of government, without having beey 
able to fatisfy either ourfelves or the 


preferable to that of monarchy, it: 
difficult to determine ; but this at le:3 
is obvious, if they were not preferab'e, 
monarchy ought to be reftored 5 and : 
they were, there needs no farther proo! 
of the affection of the people to the ar- 
cient conftitution, fince they would be 
content with noother, tho’ of greatercy. 
cellence ; but, after years {pent in fro't- 
lefs experiments, have returned baci 
to monarchy with greater eagerne!s. 
Nor was the difapprobation of the’: 
new forms merely popular, but the re. 
fult of long deliberation, and care*s! 
enquiry in thofe whofe opinions our®t 
mott to be regarded in queftions of 1s 
kind. Some of the themielves, 
even of thofe whofe learning and in::- 
pity are above diftruft, refufed to << 
y any other commiffion than that! 
the King; and, as it was obferved in 
our lait conference, thofe that comp! 
pleaded no other reafon for their co" 
duét, than neceffity ; a reafon which c:1 
laft no longer, fince that neceflity 
now at an end. b 
Nor can it be wondered, that tho'e 
whofe lives have been laid out upon t¢ 
fludy of the laws, have conceived ‘¢ 
ftrongeft ideas of the neceffity of 
title; a title fuppofed by the law fo e'- 
fential to our conftitution, that the cc! 
fation of its influence, even for a few 
days, might fubvert or endanger it, * 
the deftruction of one of the elemens 
would throw the natural world into co" 
fufion. For this reafon it is a fixed pri" 
ciple, That the King never dies, that the 
regal authority is never extinét, 2" 
that there has in effe& been no more 
than one King fince the firft eftabli‘\- 
ment of monarchy. For, srg 
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honty to decide, being derived imme- 
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3; all power to punifh, and all au- 
-ely fom the King: whofe office 
-refore cannot be abrogated ; for no 
-jority can be taken away, but by a 


serior power, and this nation has ne- 
+ known or acknowledged any power 


pendent on that of the King. The 


nority of parliament, and the rights 
y the people, can boait no deeper foun- 
or ttronger eftablifhment. The 


wer of parliament has no efficacy but 
: co-operates with that of the King; 
‘can one deitroy the other, without a 


pencral diffolution of our government. 


hele two concurrent powers are the 


parts of ourconttitution, which, 


en either of them fhall ceafe, is e- 


yually deitroyed. 


Thefe confiderations are furely fuf- 


ent to vindicate the judges, whom it 
vould be to the lait degree unreafon- 

oe to blame, for their fteady adhe- 
peice to the laws, which it is the bufi- 


of their office to maintain ; but it 
not to be imagined, that the fame 
uves influenced the bulk of the peo- 
» to Uus general defire, which was fo 


»crently prevalent throughout the 


son. General effets muit have ge- 
cautes, and nothing can influence 
< \nole nation to demand the refto- 
on of monarchy, but univerfal ex- 
“ence of the evils produced by re- 
evils too evident to be con- 
~., and too heavy to be borne. One 
‘cle, and perhaps not the leaft, is 


nterreption of juftice, which has 


adminiitred but by the affi- 
“ove of the army, the laft expedient 


‘ought to be made ufe of. 
_ J aatthe laws did not lofe more of 


‘-'F authority,and juftice was not more 


d, is indeed not to be afcribed to 


lorms of government which thefe 


of diltraétion have produced, but 


“ie Care, integrity and reputation of 


‘ ‘< men in whofe hands the great of- 


were placed ; who were reveren- 


“+ by the people on account of their fully refufed or % prudence at leait 
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ne that the regal authority fhould be 


sended, the law muft ceafe from its 
erations ; no crime could be punifhed, 
or any queition of 0 gp be deci- 
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own charatters, rather than from any 
regard to the powers by whom they 
were commiflioned ; powers which ye- 
fterday produced, and which were ex- 
pected to perifh to-morrow. For every 
title, except that of King, which anti- 
quity had made venerable, is confide- 
red only as the iffue of a momentary 
caprice, and fubject to be changed by 
the inconitancy that erected it, as foon 
as any inconvenience fhall be difcove- 
red to arife from it; becaufe what is 
raifed by one act of parliament, ma 
by another be deitroyed, and fuch ak 
terations it is reafonable to expect: for, 
as no form of government is without its 
defeéts, while it remains part of every 
man’s right to propofe a new fcheme, 
which he will always think more be- 
neficial than any other, every man that 
has any real or fancied amendments to 
offer, will be impatient till they have 
been tried, and will endeavour to fa- 
cilitate the reception of them, by ex- 
aggerating the difadvantages of the pre- 
fent plan, and heightening the difcon- 
tents that arife from them. ‘Thus fhall 
we go on from change to change, from 
expedient to expedient ; thus fhall we 
attempt to remove one evil by intro- 
ducing another, and gain nothing by 
all our fatigues, perplexities and {uffer- 
ings, but new conviction of the necef- 
fity of complying with the laws and 
the people. 
It is indeed no great proof of regard 
to the nation, to deny any legal requett; 
rhaps more may be faid without the 
Feat eviation from truth and juttice, 
The people, for whofe fake only go- 
vernment is conftituted, have a right 
to fettle the forms of it; and this peti- 
tion is only an exertion of that natural 
privilege, which cannot be forfeited, 
All government mutt derive its legality, 
either from the choice of the people 
by whom it was eftablifhed, or from 
their confent after its inftitution: the 
prefent government was eredted with- 
out their concurrence, and it is to be 
enquired, whether it be not now diffol- 
al by their petition to diflolve it. 
But whether this petition may be law- 
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yequires that it be complied with ; for 
it is always abfolutely neceflary to the 
happinefs of any adminiftration, that 
the people love and efteem their gover- 
nors. ‘The fupreme magiftrate mutt 
therefore affume the title of Kings for 
no title that has not the fanétion of the 
parliament, and is therefore fubject to 
an immediate change, can be equally 
reverenced with that which has been 
eftablithed by the approbation of many 
nerations, the authority of many par- 
Teaient, and which the experience of 
the whole nation, has proved to be 
without thofe dangers that may be 
juitly fufpefted in any new inftitution, 
which can never be confidered in its 
whole extent, or purfued to all its con- 
fequences. 
Nor can the nation in this demand be 
charged with inconftancy in their re- 
folutions, or inconfiftency in their con- 
duct: for that the war was begun, not 
againft the office of King, but againft 
the perfon of him who was then invett- 
ed with it, and difcharged it in a man- 
ner contrary to the intention for which 
he was intrufted with it, is apparent 
from four declarations of parliament ; 
nor 1s it lefs known, that the firft breach 
of unanimity amongit the friends of 
liberty was produced by the abolition 
of this title, and may therefore be pro- 
bably repaired by the revival of it. 

If it be urged, That the queftion, 
which relates only to a name, be tri- 
fling and unimportant ; it may be re- 
plied, That the lefs is demanded, the 
greater contempt 1s fhown by a refufal. 
‘That titlesare more than empty founds, 
may be proved nat only from the pre- 
fent difpute, but from the ancient con- 
Ritutions, and the determinations of 
former parliaments, by which the title 
of King was declared effentia! to the 
conititution, in the reigns of Edward 
1V.and Henry VII. yet a itronger 
proof of regard to titles was given to 
the parliament of HenryVIII. in which 
It was enaeted, That the title of Lord of 
freland thould be changed to that of 

img; that the difficulties arifing from 
the ambiguity of the title might be re- 
moved. iven the late convention, cal- 
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led together without the election 


concurrence of the people, found th, 
prejudice arifing from mere titles of {j 


their determinations might efcape cor. 
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great force, that they were obliged :9 
affume the name of a parliament, thx 


us the requeft of the parliamer: 
appears not only reafonable, but nece! 
fary ; not only confiftent with the pr. 
fent difpofition of the people, but coy. 
formable to the fentiments of 
mer atts ; and certainly nothing thou 
produce a refufal of fuch a reque! ey. 
cept the impoffibility of granting it. 
But the objections raifed by your 
Highnefs feem very far from imp!y.n7 
any neceffity of declining the title {i 
unanimoufly offered you, and {o 
neftly nner upon you, being founded 
upon fuppofitions merely conjectur, 
For your firft affertion, That the office 
does not neceffarily require the tam 
title, has been already confidered ; an} 
it has been fhewn, that there can be 19 
reafon in altering the title, if the power 
be the fame; and that the fupreme m3 
giftrate cannot be invefted with new 
powers without endlefs confufion an: 
incredible jealoufies. It is therefore ot 
no great force to object, That mary 
good men will be diffatisfied with ve 
revival of the title ; for tho’ it mui be 
granted, that thofe who have aflillec « 
in fhaking off oppreffion, have a claim 
to our gratitude ; and that piety, tho ¢"- 
roneous, deferves indulgence ; yet both 
ratitude and indulgence ought to be 
imited by reafon. In things indte- 
rent, confiderations of tendernefs 
refpe&t may turn the balance; but 
have not a right to confult the fat: 
étion of a few, however great their ™°- 
rits may have been, at the expence “ 
the publick tranquillity, and the h:r 
pinefs of fucceeding generations. 
fatisfaction of particulars may be ¢™ 
deavoured by particular provifion ; 
if, in queftions of univerfal importanc’ 
we have regard to any thing but u"* 
verfal good, and the great laws of rea 
fon and juftice, we whall be toffed in 
lefs uncertainty : He that obfermet) 
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ith the clouds, foall never reap. He 
+ attends to mutable circumitances, 
waits till nothing fhall oppofe his 
ention, fhall defign for ever without 
ecution. When are we to hope for 

‘ement, if general unanimity muft 

toduce Whatever fhall be deter- 

ined, mu'titudes will ftill remain dif- 
ged, becaufe mens opinions will al- 

ays be various, It was not with u- 
bverfal approbation that the title of 

dor wasaflum’d, or thatany change 
». hitherto been made; but fince fome 
‘content will always be found, what- 

er meafures fhall be taken, let not the 
{ction of private men be preferred 

that of the parliament, to the deter- 
mination of which all good men will 
eadily fubmit. 

Sull lefs weight has the objeétion 
avn by your Highnefs from the vi- 
‘le dilpenfation of providence; of 
viich we know too little to direct our 
cuons by them, in oppofition to evi- 

cent reafon, to certain faéts and reveal- 

¢ precepts; lights which we always 
gre commanded to ufe, and of which 
the two nrit can feldom, and the laft 
never deceive us. If we confider this 
puton, That becaufe providence has 
erce blatted the title of King, or fuf- 
fered it to be blafted, it is therefore ne- 
ver to be revived s it will foon appear 
tat we cannot admit it in its whole 
etent, and purfue it thro’ all its con- 
cences, without involving ourfelves 
endlefs difficulties, and condemning 
cur own condu. 

|! providence hath blafted the office 

C: Avxg, how can it be proved that the 
“preme power, in any sr head, un- 
“r whatfoever title, even the power 
‘ica you now poffefs, is not equally 
“tcrcacted ? The aéts of parliament ex- 
“sc equally to all titles, and declare a- 
"monarchy under every name. 

bac the confequences of this propo- 
‘on do not terminate in this inconfiit- 
“'cy of conduét, but extend equally to 
‘very determination: for if what has 
cn once deftroy’d by providence, be 
{cr ever after interdiéted, what will re- 
mein of which the ufe is lawful ? what 
s there of which we have.nog at fome 


oo 
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time been deprived by providence, or 
which providence has not fome time 
made the inftrument of our punifh- 
ment? May not the diffolution of the 
long parliament be interpreted as a blatt 
from heaven with equal juftice, and 
the people be reprefented no more ? 
But, in reality, the proceedings of pro- 
vidence are not intended as rules of a- 
tion ; we are left to govern our own 
lives by virtue and by prudence. When 
a form of government is deftroyed for 
juft reafons, it is blafted by providence, 
and lofes its efficacy 3 when with equal 
reafon it is reftored, then providence a- 
gain fmiles upon it, and the fanction of 
heaven renews its validity. If royalty 
was deftroyed by providence, who can 
deny that the fame providence directs 
it to be revived? Is not the refolution 
of the parliament equally a proof on 
either fide ? or have we any arguments 
to prove that the people co-operate with 
providence lefs when they require, than 
when they reject a King ? Let us wave 
fuch inconclufive arguments and dubi- 
ous conjectures, and guide ourfelves by 
the fteady light of religion, reafon and 
experience. ‘That a juit demand is not 
to be refufed, religion will inform us ; 
reafon will teach us, that the magiftrate 
is to conform to the laws, and not the 
laws yield to the magiitrate ; and the 
experience of many ages may inftruct 
us, that the King has nothing to fear 
from compliance with the parliament: 
at leaft, if any danger fhould arife from 
the meafures now propofed, it will a- 
rife from the performance, not neglect 
of our duty ; and we _ therefore en- 
counter it with that refolution which a 
confcioufnefs of the approbation of God 
ought to infpire. 


On the 26th of April, (and in another 
conference, May 11.) the Protector 
made the following final anfwer. 

Lords, 
Aving ferioufly reflefted on the 
demand of the parliament, and 
the learned arguments produced by the 
committee to Teppert it, I think it un- 

reafonable any longer to delay fuch a 

reply as it is in my power to make, be- 
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caufe it is both due to the great body 
by whom you are deputed, and necefla- 
ry to the difpatch of publick affairs, 
which feem to be entirely fufpended, 
and to wait for the decifion of this que- 
ftion ; a queftion which I cannot yet 
think of fo much importance as it is 
reprefented and conceived. 

The arguments produced in the laft 
conference, I fhall not waite time in 
repeating, becaufe they were little dif- 
ferent from thofe formerly produced, 
only graced with new decorations, and 
enforced with fome new inftances.With 
re{pect to the chief reafon, the known 
nature of the title of King, the fixed and 
ftated bound of the authority implied 
by it, its propriety with regard to the 
laws, and the veneration paid to it by 
the people, I have nothing to add, nor 
alike any thing neceflary beyond what 
I have already offered. I am convin- 
ced that your authority is fufficient to 
give validity to any adminiftration, and 
to add dignity to any title, without the 
concurrence of ancient forms, or the 
fanétion of hereditary prejudices, 

All government intends the good of 
the people, and that government is 
therefore beft by which their good may 
be moft effeGtually promoted ; we are 
therefore, in eftablifhing the chief ma- 
giltracy of thefe kingdomsy chiefly to 
enquire, what form or what title will 
be mott willingly admitted ; and this 
difcovery being once made, it will ea- 
fily be ettablifh’d by a fingle act of par- 
liament, concurring with the general 
defire of the people. 

It may indeed be urged, that, in re- 
jecting the title of Avxg, I deny the re- 
queit of the parliament, and treat the 
reprefentatives of the people with a de- 
gree of difregard which no King of 
England ever difcovered. But let it be 
contidered how much my iflate differs 
from that of a legal King, claiming the 
crown by inheritance, or exalted to fu- 
preme authority by the parliament, and 
governing by fixed laws in a fettled e- 
itablifhment. I hold the fupreme power 

by no other title than that of neceflity. 
J affumed the authority with which I 
fland invefted, at a time when imme- 


. 
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diate ruin was falling down UON yy 
which no other man durft atten»: , 
prevent ; when oppofite faQions 
rufhing into war, becaufe no man dy-4 
interpofe, and command perce. 
were the dangers that threatene) 
and upon what principles the fictoy 
and difobedient attempted to inte:r,: 
the publick tranquillity, it may nor » 
at this time improper to explain. 

The parliament which had {o \'gy 
roufly withftood the encroachment, 
the regal power, became themfelve- iu 
defirous of abfolute authority, and no 
only engroffed the legiflative, bur .. 
furped the executive power. All cau. 
fes, civil and criminal, all quettions oj 
and right, were determine 

y committees, who, being themic\x 
the legiflature, were accountable to » red 
law ; and for that reafon their dec ess 
were arbitrary, and their proceesing 
violent ; oppreflion was without redres, 
and unjuft fentence without appe:!. 
the bufinefs of all the courts of 
minfter was tranfaéted in this mance’; 
and the hardthips were ftill more |: 
mented, becaufe there was no prope 
of either end or intermiffion: fur vc 
parliament was fo far from inten..ig 
to refign this unlimited authority, ¢\! 
they had formed a refolution of perp: 
tuating their tyranny; and, 
ing no poffibility of a diffolution by « 
other power, determined never to «.\- 
folve themfelves. 

Such and fo oppreffive was the ¢°- 
vernment plann’d out to us, and for o.! 
poiterity ; ahd under thefe calamine 
mutt we ftill have languifhed, had not 
the fame army which reprefs'd the inic- 
lence of monarchy, relieved us with te 
fame {pirit from the tyranny of a per 
petual parliament, a tyranny which W435 
equally illegal and opprefiive. 

When, after their dangers and |2- 
bours, their battles and their woun 
they had leifure to obferve the gove!- 
ment which they had eftablifhed at ‘9 
much expence, they foon perceived, tht 
unle{s they made one regulation more, 
and crufh'd this many-headed tyranny, 
they had hitherto ventured their lives 
to little purpofe, and had, joked abe 
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and the people’s li- 


UPON yg ing their own 


ONS wey Hor another. 
verefore diffolved the parlia- 
. which would never have diffol- 
} elf; and, that the nation might 
‘|| into its former ftate of confufi- 
treated me to aflume the fupreme 
hority, under the title of ProteGor ; 
:/e\which impliesnot any legal power 
coverning In my Own right, but a 
: coniigned to me for the advantage 
soother. truft I have faith- 
dilcharged ; and, whenever the 
ins of fertling the publick fhall be 
oJ, am ready to give an account of 
and refign it. 
‘| necedlity which compelled me to 
it, was, indeed, not wholly 
cc by the illegal refolutions of the 
deciees ‘ment, but wes much heightened 
ungovernable fury of wild fana- 
redress, ard tumultuous factions, who, to 
their new fchemes, would have 
and defolation thro’ the 
pom, and {pared nothing, however 
cl or unjult, that might have propa- 
(heir Own opinions. 
tele, fome were for abrogating 
ttatutes, and abolifhing all our 
cons, and introducing the judicial 
\ ct Motes, as the only rule of judg- 
ct, and ttandard of equity. Of this 
“very man was to be his own inter- 
. ind confequently was allowed to 
<ccording to his paffions, prejudi- 
without appeal. E- 
was then to commence legif- 
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rye + for, to make laws, and to inter- 
re re them for his own ufe, is nearly 
lame, 
jie ‘other fet of men there was, who 
il “© yet more profeffedly for invefting 
“*y man with the power of determi- 
1 Ia > own Claims, and judging of his 
a mn actions ; for, it was among them 
‘ciple fixed and uncontiovertible, 


. “Call magiftracy was forbidden by 
at 10 od, and therefore unlawful and de- 


that 
ore 
unneceffary to fay what muft 
deen the ftate of a nation, in which 


ma of thefe parties had exalted them- 
“© 0 powers and how ufefully that 
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man was employed, who, ftepping on 


,. only changed one kind of flave- a fudden into the feat of dominion, had 


{pirit to controul, and power to fupprefs 
them. 

The reproaches thrown upon my con- 
duct by the ignorant or ill affected, I 
fometimes hear ; but with the neglect 
and {corn which they deferve. r am 
acquitted by my own confcience, and £ 
hope by the beit and wifeft men; Iam 
convinced that I was called by provi- 
dence to the power which I poflets, and 
know that I defire it no longer than is 
neceflary for the preiervation of peace, 
and the fecurity of liberty ; that liberty 
which { have never violated, and that 
peace which, amidit murmurs and dif- | 
contents, threats and complaints, [have 
yet never fuffered to be broken. That 
{ afpire to unlimited authority, and 
therefore affume a title unknown to the 
nation, is a reproach eafily caft, and as 
eafily contemned. My power has been 
the offspring of neceflity, and its extent 
has been bounded only by the occafions 
of exerting it. Ifa iettlement is now 
propofed, and, previoufly to it, a legal 
eftablifhment of my authority, it may 
be limited by you ; under whatever ti- 
tle it fhall be conferred upon me, that 
title will then be valid, and thofe limi- 
tations cannot be tranigreffed. 

May 11.] With regard to the particu- 
Jar title which you have fo warmly re- 
commended to me, I cannot yet prevail 
upon myfelf to accept it. When I con- 
fider your arguments, [cannot find them 
inevitably conclufive ; and when I exa- 
mine my own con{cience in folitude, I 
find it yet unfatisfied. ‘The defire of 
parliament is indeed a powerful motive 5 
but thedefire of parliament cannot alter 
the nature of things: it may determine 
me in thingsindifferent, to chufeone ra- 
ther than another ; but it cannot make 
thofe aétions lawful, which God has 
forbidden, nor oblige me to do what, 
tho’ perhaps lawful in itfelf, is not law- 
ful in my private judgment. 

Upon the calmeft reflection, I am 
convinced that I cannot, without a 
crime, comply with their demand ; and 
therefore, as I am far from believing, 


that thofe who fit for no other end than 
to 
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to preferve the liberty of the nation, can 
defign any infraction of mine, J declare 
that I cannot undertake the adminiftra- 
tion of the government, under the title of 


King. 


Jo the author of the Scovs MaGazink. 


SIR, 

HE following is part of a fermon 

preach’d ona fait-day, aano1700, 
and gives fuch a moving and lively de- 
fcription of the miferies to which this 
nation was then reduced, that I pre- 
fume it will not now be an unfeafonable 
entertainment to the publick, when we 
have fuch vifible fymptoms of the like 
judgments impending upon us; which 
may God avert. Jam, &c. 


1 Pet.v.6. Humble yourfelves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God, that he 
may exalt you in due time. 


He very reading and hearing of 
thefe words plainly fhews how 


appofite they are to the purpofe of this 
day, wherein we profefs to humble our- 
felves, with folemn faiting and prayer, 
before the Lord, in confideration of the 
judgments under which we grone, and 
of our grievous fins, which are the cau- 
fes of them, with fervent application to 
God for mercy and deliverance. ‘The 
good Lord grant, that our fouls may be 
affected with a feeling fenfe, fuitable to 
the weight of our guilt and miferies, 
and that our practice may anfwer our 
profeflion. In order to this, let us ob- 
ferve the force and nature of the A- 
poitle’s exhortation, Humble yourfelves 
therefore, Sc. Firft, here is our prefent 
cafe; We are under the mighty hand of 
God. Secondly, here is our duty and 
remedy in relation to this our conditi- 
on, To bumble ourfélves. Thirdly, here 
as the abfolute neceffity and great ad- 
vantage of this, as a powerful motive 
to the performance of it, That we may 
be exalted in due time. 

Firit, The cafe to which the exhor- 
tation relateth, the being under the 
mighty hand of God ; this is our prefent 
condition. In fcripture, the being un- 


eer the Land of Ged, fignifies an aflliGed 


ftate ; the mighty hand, is the hex 
preflure of afflictions ; and the }.,/. 
God, points out to us whence they con 
So here, very fuitably to the cy: 
of this day, we are directed to enzy; 
tain our thoughts with thete three co: 
fiderations : 1. The evils that do «4 
us, in refpect of number and kind; ; 
The greatnefs of thefe evils, in rein 
of meafure and degree; 3. How x 
hand of God is vifible in all thete. 
Firft, The fhiferies that do aiiicy 
are fo many, that we have re.iony rh 
cry out with the Pfalmitt, Lenimy0: to 
evils do compafs us about. None ange 
ignorant or infenfible of them, but ‘xc 
as are of a felfith, narrow and bite ip: 
rit, who prefer their private intere!t; 
the publick weal ; or fuch as are br 
tithly profane and fenfual, who care 
how it fares with others, fo long as tie 
can make any fhift to live at cate a 
enjoy their pleafures. As for theie,: 
is but a vain labour to difcourfe of vq - 
mileries to them. ‘They who are 1 
moved with the finger of God {0 v.04 
appearing, nor with his voice {o «cc 
bly thundering, in his judgments, how 
can the words or endeavours of me" 
touch them? And as for other, ¥ 
whole hearts there are any {pars 
chriftian fympathy, or with waor 
there are even any bowels of hum: 
or fentiments of nature, we need 1 
on this head fave only to name our p! 
blick calamities, wiz. A famine 30 
dearth, fo grievous even in its begs 
ning, fo fearful in its progrefs, 10 .0ng 
in its Continuance, and {fo coniuming 
in its effects, that the like was 1evet 
felt nor known by us or our fathers: ! 
famine which has now lafted for ‘4 
{pace of five years or fix without 2° 
interruption ; and, as one does well 
obierve, every year of fucceflive i 
mine is like an arithmetical num)’ 
where every one figure put to the ¢0%y 
multiplies the whole in a decimal pro 
portion, or makes it ten times more 
than it was befote : a famine which »: 
occafioned the difperfion of many 
milies, that before had a good and com" 
petent fubfiftenee : a famine which 428 
itruck and affected all our 


| 
| 
|| 
‘ 
| 
| 
4} ; 
+4 
| 
load 
i ‘ 
| 
- 
| | 


“if 


eit meafure, prefenting to our eye- 
ghattly looks, naked fkele- 
and feeble knees, and to our ears 
ring cries and hideous howlings of 
jlarvelings, wandering and gafp- 
+ lack of bread: a famine which 
. (hewed us great numbers fainting 
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lo afd 

nd; cying at our doors, in our ftreets 
for mere want of food, 
low th /otheir miferable condition was not 
ele, ie to draw any fupport or relief from 


:.. Sometimes indeed we fee ten- 
carted parents keeping the meat 
, their own mouths, to beftow it 
~» children, chufing, by ftarving 
.\ves to give them the longer life ; 
jucklings are found hanging at the 
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svcalts of their dying or dead mo- 
ire b \» others we behold the bowels 
care ure fo far hardened, that they 
ast cnemfelves from their own flefh ; 
ate a - neareft relations, as parents and 
hefe, .'Jren, hufbands and wives, are fain 
> of ous | and conceal from one another 
are n morfels that remain with 
Vit _or that they procure by begging, 
0 aud ‘icy fhould be obliged to make 
ts, | overs tharers. O! how fad and 
of is this cafe, when many are 
ers, cither to be cruel to themfelves 


arks of rio their own bowels; when the 
of one mifery calls upon another, 
ticre is no fufficiency to fupply 
or fupport either; when many 

are reduced to fuch wants, 
‘hcireyes fail with looking to one 
cr, ond they know not whither 
tun themfelves! At home they 
ive no means of fubfiftence ; abroad 
“rel no man to hire them. What 


er ‘mers have we known, and are ftill 
for the », us, Who being both able and de- 
ut ant towork, could not norcannot find 
PS 


» to employ them, tho’ willing to 


ive 12 ‘r for a morfel of bread, without 


umber, “/rng wages or cloathing ? In this 
he end, “‘, there is no remedy, fave a very 
al pro- ~ ncholy and defperate one, to go a- 
mor 


“Sng: but this was formerly fo o- 
“and fhameful a trade among all 
“re of honeft and ingenuous difpo- 
my and is now attended with fuch 
‘raihips and fruitlefnefs; when fuch 
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rals were known to whom the idea of 
it was more dreadful than that of death 
itfelf; feverals, I fay; whofe birth, 
breeding, former ftation and fortune, 
would not fuffer them to fubmit to it, 
and who therefore chufed rather to 
ftarve than to undergo it. And of thofe 
of the meaner fort who at the begin- 
ning of this famine did throw them- 
felves upon this way of living, very 
few are alive at this day ; tho’ the num- 
ber of our poor is not fo much dimi- 
nifhed, feeing as many are impoverifhed 
by every fucceeding year of dearth; as 
the preceeding years {wept away; fo 
that thofe who at firft had plenty, do, 
according to the lefler degrees of their 
wealth, fucceed upon the ftage in’ the 
room of the indigent who are potted off : 
like a gangrene feizing the lower parts 
of the tan it afcends {till higher and 
higher, leaving only death behind it. 
But, to proceed in the defcription of 
this moft grievous calamity, we have 
known fome brought to the greateft ex- 
tremities when their viétual was ex- 
haufted in the fummer feafons: tho’ 
they had a confiderable crop fown, and 
a ftock well fecured in good hands} yet 
becaufe credit failed, and nothing could 
be got without prefent advance, there- 
fore they were in little better condition 
than they who had nothing at all. 
Others we have feen in the fame cafe, 
who tho’ they had fome cattle which 
might furnifh them food for fome time; 
yet their fears of future want and dif- 
perfion of their families, would not fuf+ 
fer them to relieve a prefent neceflity. 
Thus, by a ftrange kind of diffident 
forecaft and dreadful anxiety, fome 
have ftarved themfelves in the mean 
time, to prevent the danger of it af- 
terwards. 
Into what extremities have we feen 
many every fpring-time of thefe by- 
gone years, when at once the ground 
called for feed to fow it, and the cra- 
ving ftomach cried for bread to feed it f 
How many have we feen emptying their 
barns, and the little remainders ot their 
ftore; to furnifh the ground, fo that 
they had not a grain after their fowings 


“numbers dg follow ity that feve- nor knew how 
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Jong and tedious fummers, wherein all 

the ordinary means of relief failed ! 

how many have been forced to en- 

crouch on their feed, to live upon one 

part thereof, whilit they were fowing 

the other; fo that neither the one nor 

the other wes {a ficiently fupplied, much 

land lying waite and barren for lack of 
feed, andthe labourers decaying for lack 

of food. And moreover, do not all ob- 
ferve a general and very feniible change 

of feafons; that the heavens, the aur, 

the earth, and all the elements do frown 

upon us, and deny their wonted kindly 

influences? ‘his has appeared through 
the whole fammer, wherein we found 
nothing of the wonted warmth and 
het, bat a continued coldnefs, and the 
effects of iton the prefent crop. God 
knows how long the days, and how 
weary the nights have feemed to ma- 
n), whofe languifhing eyes and panting 
withes are failing in expeCtaiion of re- 
lict from the fruits of the ground. We 
behold with anxiety the flow paces and 
lingering delays of a harveit, fo very 
late, that it teems to have forgot its 
wonted feafon. We behold the crop 
muting but flender advances towards 
maturity. Many hearts cry out, as the 
mother of Sifera, Judy. v. 28. while 
they jook our at their windows, or view 
the fields, Why ts Ais chariot fo long in 
coming ? tarry the wheels of his 
chert ? 

‘Lime would fail me to narrate all the 
grievous circumilances and effetts of 
this heavy calamity. Many fraying in 
tie helds, gathering and eating every 
herb and green thing, making little di- 
flinction between good and bad, whole- 
fome and unwholefome, many and mor- 
tal dileates arofe from and accompa- 
nied the fame, as {welling dropfies, ma- 
lignant fevers, infe€tious and deadly 
fluxes, which raged among us fome 
two years ago, and {wept away fuch 
vait numbers, that people were weary 
of burying them : fome, wanting means 
and irength, could not; and others, b 
fuch frequent initances, were fo harden- 
ed, that they wou'd not perform that 
common and lait office, even to their 
neighbours, which the bowels of na- 
ture, and humanity itfelf calls for. — 
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CRAFTSMAN, April 11. 


ADVERTISEMENT, 
Hereas in this paper of the 4 
day of February, 1740, |, 
Mag. 1740, p. 60, 61. ] there wa, ip. 
ferted the following paragraphs: 

Nothing is more neceifiry to 
fquadron of fhips, which are 
for real fervice, than to fupply tc 
with good and wholefome pro. 
efpecially in long voyages, and 
climates. —I hope therefore the 
care is taken as to this particular, ej 
that the orders from above are pu... 
ally obeyed at the victualling o: «; 
though a rumoar flies about, that ions 
complaints of this kind have been |... 
ly made ; and I am even informe: , ti: 
there is a perfon who will underta.<0 
prove, that great quantities of bee! and 
pork actually ftunk before it was ‘er 
abroad. —This, if true, muft be ow 
either to the badnefs of the comme. 
ties, when bought up, to the war « 
{kill in faiting them, or to fome cr 
rupt gains made by thofe concern: 
the management of our victuallirg. 

“| have heard one man declare, vs: 
having contracted to fupply the nay 
with a large number of bullock, 
neglecting to make the ufual 
upon fuch occasions, the cattle 
thrown back upon his hands, uncer» ¢ 
tence that they were not fit for his \- 
jefty’s fervice ; upon which he private 
ly employed another man to offer t° 
very {ame oxen, and by tipping a bar 
note of two hundred pounds into prope" 
hands, they were reported to be vi"! 
good meat, and accordingly receive: 

Which faid paragraphs have 9°" 
great and juft offence to the Genticn 
concerned in the direétion and 
ment of the office for vi€tualling hi: 
jeity’s navy, as it carried an infinuat 
of negle&t or corruption in that 
and as it might ian to difcourage \-' 
ors from ferving on board his Maj«'') ° 
navy, to the great injury of the pub!» 

And whereas an information has 0°" 
fince granted againft me, as the pub.” 
er of a fcandalous libel, for priaung 
faid paragraphs ; Ad 
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And whereas the Commiffioners of 
«id office have often propofed to 
elon me, (as far asin them lay) if I 
|| produce or acquaint them with 
same of the perfon or perfons who 
» the authors of the faid fcandalous 
ravrapns 5 
+* hereby ublickly declare, That 
received the a8 by the penny-pott, 
» Jetter; and that I never knew the 
‘hor, or writer, or director thereof, 
hand inwhich it iswritten ; and 
- | have delivered the fame letter to 
(id Commiffioners, in order to im- 
wer them to find out (if they can) 
writer thereof. 
\pd I declare, that I had no other 
edation or authority for inferting 
‘uid paragraphs befides the faid a- 
pnvmous letter; that I was greatly 
nofed on thereby ; and that I am 
vuly forry for the great offence I 
imprudently have given. I do 
vrtly beg pardon of the publick, and 
‘the Gentlemen concerned in the di- 
‘on or management of the faid of- 
_ond defire of them that they would, 
» compathon to me, (tho’ I have thus 
«ved the publick thro’ a great inad- 
‘-ncy) {tay the trial of the faid infor- 
on; and I do faithfully promife, 
will do all in my power to aflitt 
» ctecting the bafe author of fo dan- 
‘ou afcandal; and will be more cau- 
hereafter of inferting any articles 
“ow. for which I cannot produce the 


or authors. 
W.WARD. 


CrartsmMAn, April 26. 


“on fame a juft ground of enquiry in- 
the condu& of minifters. 


STR 
all wicked men, wicked miniflers 


are the wortt fort, as they are hired 

) good, and muft break a truft, in 

their abominable fchemes. 
A willain, that only takes my purife, 
mmits a fingle crime; he never was 
_ ‘ated by me, nor did I ever pay him 
for g uarding me: and yet we fee hun- 
Of thefe poor mifercants hanged in 
‘st, by twenty in a drove; but we 
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feldom fee an evil minifter hanged a- 
bove once in two ages. 

If bad minifiers too rarely meet the 
fate they deferve, and this indulgence, 
even in the opinion of the miniieriw! 
writers, doés not arife from the good 
difpoiition of the people towards them, 
there is evidentiy a defect in our laws, 
and in the execution of juitice, owing 
I prefume to the practices of minifers. 

We may fee many initances, in the 
frate trials, where perfons, by the arti- 
fice of miniffers, have fuffered upon cir- 
cumitantial evidence, waich when 2f- 
terwards offered againit themielves, tno” 
backed by itronger circumiltances, and 
amuch milder punifhment propoied, 
have been treated as unprececented out- 
rages. Nay! miniflers have deiended 
themielvesagainil thofe very arguments, 
which, to make their own way to great- 
nefs, they formerly ufed agiinit others. 
A remar‘cable initance of this 
of acting may be feen in Lord Siraffird’s 
proceedings againtt the Duke of Luct- 
ingham. fhall give it to you st lasye. 

“ Afterwards the Commons fe!i upon 
the Duke, as the chicf caufe of alt pa- 
blick mifcarriages. Dr Turner, a pay- 
fician, propounded in the houfe tnefe 
queftions, which were then commonly 
called queries, againit the Duke of Buch- 
ingham, and were grounded upon pu- 
blick fame. 

1. Whether the Duke, being Admt- 
ral, be not the caufe of the lols of the 
King’s royalty in the narrow teas ? 

2. Whether the unreafonable, exor- 
bitant and immenfe gifts of money and 
lands beftowed on the Duke and is kin- 
dred, be not the caufe of the impairing 

the King’s revenue, and impoverithiog 
the crown? 

3. Whether the multiplicity of of- 
fices beftowed on the Duke, and others 
depending on him, (whereof they were 
not capable) be not the cavfe of the 
evil government of this kingdom ? 

4. Whether recufants in genesal, by 
a kind of connivance, be not borne ovt 
and increafed, by reafon of the Duse’s 
mother and father-in-law being known 
Papifis ? 

5- Whether the fale of honour, offices 
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and places of judicature, and ecclefaftical 
Jivings and promotions, a fcandal and 
hurt to the kingdom, be not through 
the Duke ? 

6. Whether the Duke's flaying at 
home, being Admiral, and General in 
the fleet of the fea and Jand army, were 
not the caufe of the bad fuccefs and o- 
verthrow of that action? and whether 
he did give good direttions for that de- 
fign? All thefe are famed to be fa. 

Whereupon two queitions were mo- 
ved in parliament : 

1. Whether the fix heads, delivered 
by Dr Turner, to be the caufe of the e- 
vils that were grounded upon common 
fame, be to be debated in parliament ? 

2. Whether an accufation upon com- 
gon fame, by a member of this houfe, 
be a parliamentary way ? 

It was declared by Sit Thomas Went- 
nvarth, Mr Noy, and other lawyers, in 
the debate, that there was a difference 
between common fame and rumour. For 
the general voice (vox popult ) is common 
fame; and it common fame might not 
be admitted as an accufer, great men 
would be the only /afé men ; for no pri- 
vate perfon dare adventure to enquire 

into their actions. But the bou/e of Com- 
is a houte of information, and pre- 
fentment, but not a houle of definitive 
judgment. 

So the houfe came to this refolution, 
That common fame is a good ground of 
proceeding for this houfe, either by en- 
quiry, or prefenting the complaint (if 
the houfe finds caule) to the King or 
Lords.” colleBions, vol. 1. 

209. 

How different from this way of 
thinking Lord Straford’s behaviour 
was, when he himfelf became the ob- 
ject of popular hatred, need not be here 
related. Nor is it of any confequence 
to the prefent argument, whether he 
Was guilty of high treafon, accordin 
to the (trict letter of any known law ; 
dince it is notorious, that the laws were 
not to much ilretched again him, as 
he, when in power, had firetched them 
againi others, And if it ts not the law 

nation, [with it was, for Iam 
pure it is che law of reafon, ‘That a a- 
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nifter, who had promoted any p», 
cution, by extraordinary means, ay. 
any of his fellow-fubjetts, fuch 
ings fhould be quoted as authentic. »» 
cedents, and due forms of law, ¢:: 
literally or conitruétively, again: |p. 
felf, fhould he hereafter be acculed, 
brought to trial. 
Many of thele political juglers, hive: 
{caped upon this maxim, ‘That it). 
ter a rogue fhould go unpunifhed, :)., 
to make an example of proceeding». 
ftrictly conformable to the 
thods. But upon enquiry, we thal! i, 
that the trials of private perjons 0.0: 
to be carried on ftrittly to the comm. 
forms ; for it can feldom happen, : 
private perfons can do any eminent 
fervice to the ftate: but the into. 
of a wicked minifler may extend 
monarchy itlelf, or againtt the 
the people, or any other fundamen 
part of the conftitution. In this cx: 
falus populi eft fuprema lex 3 and wher 
the iffue of the trial is the good of ux 
people, the minifter againit thi 
fundamental principle of all /« 
vernments, tho’ his crimes may hot 
proved in a fegal manner, the 
ment cannot be too fevere. If fo prety 
an offence could be carried on by J 
artful management as not to be oy" 
the iirict letter of the law, wou! 
the continuance enhance the guilt, 
would make the offender’s actor “> 
pear more premeditate, and fhew he 
was confcious of the iniquity he \« 
about to commit ? and miferable ™- 
that nation be, which has not ‘o"* 
way to get rid of, and to punifh io» 
micious a minifler. 
Another itrong entrenchmen:, °° 
hind which bad minifiers fecure 
felves, whilft they remain in pow’. 
a deficiency of proof. 1 fhall never \\” 
der to hear a wicked minifler make)" 
a defence ; but it will be very furp"s 
to have fuch a plea pafs upon wie “ 
honeft men for a reafonable de!e’-": 
Why did not the Hon. Gentleman, *'*’ 
many motions on one fide, and reful 
on ¢he other, confent to a fecret comm’ 
to enquire into the flate of the nat” 
with regard to the increafe or deci 
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pr nf trades the management of the publick 
ney, whether /:berty is preferved in- 
ocees jolate, not only from prefent open at- 
Spr acks, but from clandeftine pradices, that 
cit tay hereafter prove deitructive to it ; 


acther the conduct of foreign affairs 
been rightly conducted ; whether 
oy alliances have been’ entered into 
honourably obierved? If thete 
Ponts appear upon the advantageous 
of the nation, the miner muit and 
hy || be commended, if ambitious ill- 
yinded men, from a rancorous fpirit of 
ypolition will exhibit unjuit com- 
Miniffers, ating under this fe- 
cuity, will as readily concur in pro- 
any enquiry into their ations, 
#. their exemies will be to exhibit them, 
ur if the face of publick affairs 
{ould carry a contrary afpect; if the 
trhde of the nation fhould feem to be 
ceclming, and the moft valuable ma- 
neicciures daily decreafing ; if the jutt 
management of the publick money 1s 
coubuul, and the national expences ap- 
pers to be greater than the exigencies 
c! required ; if pernicious pra- 
{ 


midlets. 


were generally fuppofed to be 
red on, that muft at laft end in the 
suction of /derty, if not in the im- 
te {ubverfion of it; if corruption 
open! moft fundamental parts of the 
ld not itution has been openly juttified, 
It, asi /. iycophants and creatures who had 
ons 2p Contant accefs to the minifer, and were 
conoutly fupporte&by him; if our 
he wa Mot neturad and ancient allies fhould 
mus neglected, mifreprefented and for- 
t tome ‘.cenin time of diftrefss or if we fhould 
{0 ~-vance the credit and power of thofe 
; vers whofe intereft has been always 
diametrically oppofite to ours : 
em- , When the appearance of publick 
wer, Shall carry fuch melancholy af- 
Wor it mutt always juftify an enquiry 
ce tae true reafons of them. We are 
priting ' <t) de cheated out of our fenfes by 
ife am ( ences Only, tho’ they may lead 
fence. information. The prefum- 
taeretore will be againft him, and 
ought to lie upon him. 
~ Nate of the cate ought not to be, 
me curity; but, Do you prove your- 
/ innocent. I am, 
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A fincere addrefs to the Britihh Eleéors. 

Gentlemen, 

N the approach of an eleétion it 
is extremely natural for all par- 
ties to make their addrefles to you, and 
that in fuch terms as can leave you no 
doubt how far you are free. If, accord- 
ing to the ftrange fuggeitions of fome 
ditcontented {pirits amoneft us, you had 
no more than the fhew and fhadow of 
freedom, then, undoubtedly, you would 
have no more than a compliment in 
fuch applications as are feafonable at 
this time. Some men tell you that you 
are corrupt, infatuated, enflaved ; and 
dictate to you as if they really thought 
you were fo, and that themfelves were 
your matters. ‘To me this appears at 
once ridiculous and infolent.  Ridicu- 
lous, becaufe, were what they fay true, 
they durft not fay it; and infolent, be- 
caufe it is ufing you in fuch a manner 
as no free people ought to bear. 

The only way to miflead and ruin a 
people, is, to make them apprehend the 
welfare of civil fociety to be, what the 
philofopher was wont to reprefent hu- 
man happinefs, problematical : for by 
this means they may be wrought into 
difputes, which will effectually defeat 
their aim. As no man can be happy 
who fixes no idea to that term, fo no 
people can be quiet and flourifhing who 
are thro’ domeittick differences ever in 
a ferment. Our anceftors were much 


wifer in this refpeét than we ; for they 


exprefled plainly what they contended 
for, viz. liberty and property: 'Thele we 
have, and certainly it ought to be our 
bufinefs to keep them. It is true, that 
in refpect to neither our enjoyment is 
without bounds: Abfolute liberty would 
be no liberty, and abfolute property 
would foon be no property, for want of 
defence. 

But it will be faid, to what does all 
this tend? would you have us always 
burdened with debts and taxes, as we 
are at prefent? I am far from faying 
that you may not rid yourfelves of ma- 
ny reftraints: I am not of opinion that 
your prefent load of debts and taxes e1- 
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ther ought not, or may not be leffen’d. 
It depends upon the next partiament to 
procure you thefe good things, at leatt 
in fome meafure : it depends on you to 
chufe fuch a reprefentative as may do 
this s and that you may know what 
you are doing, fome things muit of ne- 
ceflity be confidered. 

‘The war is the firit thing which ought 
to employ your thoughts. It is an af- 
fair of great expence, a bufinefs which 
nearly concerns your trade, a matter of 
the lait importance to you as a nation. 
In the choice of your members there- 
fore it becomes you to confider who 
will be heartily for bringing it, by a 
Vigorous profecution, to a ipeedy con- 
clufion; who, for making it the fub- 
ject of eternal clamour, and the ground 
of tedious enquiries. Peace and war 
are indifputably in the power of the 
crown: but it is as indifputable, that 
when the crown has entered into a jatt 
and neceflary war for the fake of the 
people, it ought to be fupported there- 
m by the people for their own fakes. 
Neither can you doubt that troops, fea- 
men, fleets, are more neceffiry in time 
of war, than examining letters, papers, 
initructions, which, while expeditions 
are carrying on, may tend to the in- 

formation of our enemies, and which 

might at any other tune ferve all pur- 
potes of information to your repreien- 
tatives. 

In the next p'ace, confider what can- 
didates are beft acquainted with the 
trade and intereit of the nation, and ap- 
pear mott ready and able to promote 
them. ‘The way to make us wealthy is, 
to encourage induilry and punith idle- 
nefs. It is not enough for this purpofe, 
that good laws are made; they muitt be 
alfo put inexecution. You cannot but 
remember how vigoroufly the govern- 
ment upported the act for preventing 
the exceilive ufe of {pirituous liquors, 
and yet you cannot but know, how, by 
che arts of Craft /men, the people 
were thirred almoft into a rebellion in 
detence of their free right of poiloning 
themitelves, whereby that was at 
lait ina good meaiure defeated. Ina 

nauon where iuch practices prevail, it 


Condul? of the Court and Country Parties. 


April I74f, 
is impoffible our manufaétures 
flourifh, or our trade extend itiel! a: 
would otherwife do. A declamati.y 
againtt duties will do little, an ox: 
againit taxes lefs. The way to tecre: 
the grievances trade may labour unde, 
is, to examine them candidly, and tic, 
to pull up their roots. All this hive 
you in your power, you can judge \\¢! 
enough who are, and who are not ¢:. 
pable of thefe performances ; and ‘.c), 
you may rely on, will make prope: ::. 
prefentatives. Such will anfwer the 
ends for which they are eleéted, and 
every thing in reafon you can expect 
of them, without ftanding in need c 
dircétions, or defiring their fangu:ne 
ichemes to be countenanced by in.it:u:- 
ctions. 

Thirdly and laftly, confider how ‘2: 
Gentlemen are, or are not affecied © 
the prefent government; for this yo 
will, in the end, find to be of all ot ress 
the point of mott importance. At) 
fent we have fo little to fear froin «2 
crown, that fuch as would rence: 
jealous of it are forced to affirm your 
danger lies in the court it pays you. Ua 
the other hand, fuch as affect to teu 
monarchy itfelf moft rudely, 
they are abetted by numbers, and or 
times talk ina very high flrain. 5. 
fure the people will fcarce be ar. 
without any provocation, or fufier 
condefceniion of the crown by its ™ 
nifters, the genuine mark, becaule 
the neceifary confequence, of our tcc 
dom, to be ttigmatized with the oc 0.5 
name of corruption. 


The condu& of the court and county 
parties, and the qualifications 
fite ina member of parliament 
Jrom a pamphlet lately publifies, 
titld, A ferious addreis to the 
ctors of G. Britain. 


Hatever diftinétions our 
divifions have formerly bo’; 

the whole nation feems now divides | 
to two leading factions, which are «'- 
{linguifhed by the names of the 
and country parties, or miniflerial; a 
patriots, as they are fometimes ca)!“ 


In thefe two are confufedly blendes ‘ 
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all other former diftinétions. 
. is compofed, partly of fuch who 
are linked to the prefent ad- 
~eitration. Far be it from me to i- 
nocine the whole flrength of the party 
theie: No; to them are joined 
ny of the old Whigs, who were zea- 
in promoting the Hanover fuccef- 
>, and new ftand by the prefent ad- 
_catration, even in fome things which 
haps they do not approve, as the 
ce. means of fupporting the prefent 
smiyonthe throne. ‘The other party 
greater jumbée it being coin- 
od of all the difcontented men in the 
jome of the fame old Whigs, 
sho tick fleady to their former prin- 
cf oppoling any encroachments 
crown, on whole-ever head it is 
ced; to thefe are added all the Zo- 
and profefled Facbites. Thefe lait 
‘a let of people I cannot fpeak of 
tolerable teaper. ‘They live un- 
cr a government, in which they en- 
all the privileges of the community, 
/ to which they have not only once 
B\.orn allegiance, but are ready to re- 
‘it when demanded; yet are con- 
'y at work to undermine it: fo may 
Be ud to dive a perpetual te. An oatTu 
n appeal to the omnifcient author 
ture for the truth of what we are 
na, and is, belides, the only fecu- 
ta Brith fubje&t 5 our properties, 
cvs, cepend upon it, and are at 
mercy of any who dares to violate 
‘ credit is then to be given to 

n, who, thro’ the whole tenor 

r lives, commit datly perjury ? 


T 


of the honeit Nonjuror, who fub- 
‘o temporal difadvantages, 
<r than hazard an oath he cannot 
“ve? how infinitely lefs dangerous 
‘toe fociety and government under 
he lives ? 
parties, however oppofite they 
lcem, or may have been repre- 
ec, have the felf-fame views. No- 
“is to like the condu€t of the one 
‘yas that of the other. They both 
"¢ ule Of amy unlawful means to at- 
‘their ends: They are both ready 
*~ scve, to {creen the moit enormous 


- much more amiable is the cha-. 
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faults of their own fide, and to remark 
feverely on the minuteft of the other, 
without any diftinétion of right or 
avrong, but only as it ferves the favou- 
rite points they have in view: They 
neither of them flick at any affertion, 
which feems to forward any {cheme 
they are driving at, tho’ it is but a “e 
of a day; witnefs the publick daily pa- 
pers wrote on cath fide the queition: 
‘They neither of them require any other 
virtue, or any further merit in their ad- 
herents, but a ftrict attachment to their 
caufe: In all publick affemblies, where 
they are to give their voice, you are 
{ure to find them doth vote plumb after 
their leaders ; nay, any man that dares 
to deviate trom this rule, and vote ac- 
cording to his confcience, becomes their 
contempt. ‘The moft ufeful and bene- 
ficial acts have been dropped, rather 
than either fhould add one jot to the 
power of the ot/er ; witnefs the poor’s 
and regifry bills. So fure 1s every man’s 
opinion rated, that nothing is more 
common, than for members of each 
party, by mutual compact, to flay away 
from the houfe on any grand queflion, 
as previoufly knowing how every man 
will vote, before the queftion comes to 
be debated, or even before it is brought 
into the houfe: A fhocking confidera- 
tion this for their conitituents! But let 
us examine the conduct of each party 
more particularly. 

The majority has for many years been 
compos’d of fuch asarecall’d of the court- 
party; and have never once deterted 
their leaders. ‘lhey have been fo com- 

laifant, as to give every thing that has 
sea afked at their hands, and have 
fhewed themfelves firmly attached to 
the will of the miniitry ; of that mi- 
niftry, who, during their adminiitra- 
tion, have granted to the crown a larger 
civil iff than was known in former 
days ; who have introduced and conti- 
nued feptennial parliaments ; who have 
never thought proper to repeal the Riot 
aé, which perhaps was neceflary at the 
time it was firft made; who have al- 
always found a pretence for keeping up 
a numerous body of forces, during a peace 
of almoft thirty years ; who, during 

that 
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that time of peace, have paid off but a 
trifle of the national debt; who have 
always evaded any enquiries into the 
frate of the nation, or abufes of the reve- 
nue; who have always ufed their en- 
deavours to fcreen any petty officer from 
rliamentary enquiry, and never once 
Sootia any plunderer of the publick 
to juitice ; who have made a /eat in par- 
Lament the only means of obtaining a 
place, and the voting right there the 
only means of seeping it; who, in moit 
of their promotions, have never conii- 
dered any merit, but have provided for 
people of infamous characters, and have 
even raifed to high ftations, and offices 
of great trult, /uch as their country have 
thought worthy of punifhment, and that 
to the prejudice of people of more ex- 
perience and greater abilities; who have 
feldom or never regarded the woice of 
the nation in any of their tranfactions ; 
who have conitantly rejected any at- 
tempts made to take off the influence 
of places inthe houfe of Commons; who 
have made it a maxim, in pafling the 
moit falutary laws, to get, if poflible, 
a frefh acquifition of power or profit to 
the crown ; witnefs the Gin af, a re- 
ftraint fo neceflary for the healths, mo- 
rals and religion of the inferior fort, 
that, unle(s effectual care be fome way 
taken in relation to it, our body-poli- 
tick feems to be in great danger ; who, 
now that act is pafled, are fo mean- 
{pirited, as to be deterred from putting 
it vigoroufly in execution, by the info- 
lent oppolition of their enemies ; whofe 
chief favourites are people of debauch’d 
lives and diffolute charaéters; and who, 
to {um up all, have never omitted any 
one action, to ftrengthen and preferve 
themielves in power, and make that the 
only point they have in view.—Let us 
now examine the conduct of the mem- 
bers of the oppeftion during the fame 
term of years. 
They are ufually ftiled the country- 


party; but more properly, the members of 


the oppofstion for fuch literally and tra- 
ly has it been, their rule of a¢tion feem- 
ing to be, to oppofe any queition propo- 
fed by the minitry, be it what it will. 
As the chief aim of the court-party ap- 


as much as poffible ; and, without cy, 
fidering the merits of the queilicn in 
debate, or making right wre? 

all the rule of their a@tion, are {ure : 


niftry. They are equally ready to be 
fent tor to vote when it Comes toa 
without ever learning what the que io 
is. If it is objeéted on one 
the mojority have, on Controvertec 
tions, always voted in their fricncs ss 
legally chofen ; it is no lefs fure on the 
other, that the minority have a: con- 
ftantly voted fuch eleétions illegal: | 
merits of the caufe are not regarcc< on 
either fide. As it is highly improb..e, 
that every fcheme, whether gre: o: 
trifling, of one fet of them fhoul. «:- 
aways be right fo itis much more 
probable, that they fhould 
avrong ; yet have the country-par') 
ver failed to oppofe every one.—!) 
of a well-formed oppofition, we «\¢ 
feen this fence of our liberties ‘)\me- 
fully proftituted to private animoiiics 
and a thiril of power: it has throw. 
its whole courfe been conducted \ 
heat and violence, and has puriucc ts 
maxim as the rule of its procec: 
viz. to make bold affertions, and ccs! 
in general invectives, when facts hav¢ 
failed. 

Another name this party is fomet 
diflinguifhed by, is that of par 
A name they feem extremely fons © 
appropriating to themfelves. ™ 
wonder they fhould ; for it is one 0!‘ 
mott glorious appellations we can 
ftinguifhed by. It is a name wo? 
implies, that we, divefting ourfelve 
all private and interefted views, °° 
nothing at heart but the inter, 
welfare and happinefs of our count’ 
men: for thefe, a patriot is fuppo'? 
to facrifice his own pleafures, and, © 
circumftances require it, his own 
tune. It is a name which betokeis 
niverfal benevolence. But be not 


ceived with empty words and i 
ow 


pr 
pears to be, to keep them/elves in a 
fo that of the country-party is, w -» 
tt into power, upon the ruin of the pr. “ 
ah fent pofieffors of it. To effect thy og 
| their {cheme is, to diitrefs the miniiry ae 
| | | 
| vote on the contrary fide trom 
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ow well this party deferves the name 
tots, let their a@tions declare for 
Jom: for the tree is beft known by its 
«. Patriotifm requires, that a man 
ould lay afide all heats, and perfonal 
.molities, and heartily concur in the 
vc intereft of his country: if he finds 
be rulers of it are miftaken, that he 
.\d coolly point out their errors, and 
~ belt method to amend them ; and 
-cavil, and ftill leave them in the 
oo road: and this he ought to do, 
lv, whether fuch rulers happen to 
>of the number of his friends; or not. 
country over-run with debauche- 
_ lovury, corruption and difcord ? 
»» would ufe its utmoft endea- 
* to pata ftop to the growing evils, 
vould incline its profeffors to fet 
example of a reformation. Is 
‘on injured by a foreign power? 
{pirit Of patriotifm would join 
hearts to defend it againift 
_ommon foe, and be far from ex- 
its weaknefs and inteftine divi- 
tothe enemy. Does this party 
thismanner? Is the contempt of 
‘avs, the pity fhewn on the vile 
ceants who fuffer for infringing 
. the il treatment the executive 
ore {ure to meet with in putting 
execution: I fay, is this pa- 
»” No; that requires decency and 
and a due fubmiffion to all laws 
‘lature fhall make, for the re- 
1 of our manners, and the well 
the flate. Now, let any one 
infamous infinuations daily 
din the London Evening Poft, 
‘ian, Common Senfe, &c. all pa- 
‘cfledly and avowedly wrote in 
port of this party, and patroni- 
members ; let them whe- 
~-y can reconcile thefe to the fpi- 
triotifm. Is the def ifing our 
‘i nufaétures, and, for the fake of 
oled elegance, the clothing our- 
' and families with the produce of 


countries, which our own 
for flarved, and theirs employ’d ? 
ferving our tables with wines, 
at ce other delicacies, from countries 
take hi é 

ritles ~ “Se nothing from us but fpecie, 
How ‘ich the nation is annually drain’d 


Vou. IIE, 


Condult of the Court and Country Parties: 


18s 
of immenfe fums? is this patriotifm ? 
Yet thefe are equally and as glaringly 
the actions of this party, as of the other. 
But thefe are, and mutt be patriots ; and 
if thefe carry their elegance to fuch a 
pitch, as to be contented with nothing 
that is Exg/i/, but are fo delicate as to 
import every trifle from abroad, even at 
the rifque of a feizure, {till by thete it 
is done for the ve of their country. Is 
there a man who will deny his palate, ta 
fave his country’s treafure ? who will 
difpenfe with thofe trifling niceties of 
colour or fafhion in his apparel and 
furniture, that his own poor may be 
employ’d? who will, in himfelf and 
adherents, difcourage all articles of 
luxury and prodigality ? who will fa- 
crifice his own pleafures to the happi- 
nefs of his countrymen ? and who will 
exert himfelf to preferve the liberty, 
and reftrain the licentioufneis of the 
people ? this man, and this man only, 
deferves the name of a patriot. 

After foevoing the danger of chufing 
men attached to either party, our author 
points out the Gentlemen fit to be eleGed, 
thus : You are then to return men, who 
will defpife all little factious cabals, but 
will eal it their conitant care, to con- 
fult the good of the commonweal, and 
provide for the glory and defence of 
the nation, to the beit of their abilities, 
let who will be at the helm of affairs’; 
men who will be provident of the pa- 
blick treafure; who will be, watchful 
over the liberties of the people; who 
will encourage induftry in our own ma- 
nufactures ; who will provide for the 
neceffary charges of the government, 
in fuch manner as may lea{t annoy our 
trade at home and abroad; who will 


not fuffer foreigners to infult us, or our 


own people to infult the laws. If you 
let flip this opportunity, you may never 
have anather: Therefore it is your in- 
difpenfable duty to look out with the 
greateft circumfpettion, among your 
neighbourhood and acquaintance, for 
men whofe real characters you may get 
at the knowledge of, and who, thro’ 
the whole tenor of their lives, have 
fhewn, that they have ated from prin- 
ciples of honour and virtue ; men of 
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unblemith’d charaéters, belov’d in their 
country, who in their families have 
been tender to their wives and children, 
have acted the part of indulgent ma- 
fters and landlords; men, who have 
their ears and hearts open, to hear and 
relieve the wants of the induftrious poor, 
and have activity and fpirit enough to 
purfue and correct the idle and vagrant; 
a diftinction of the utmoft confequence 
to atrading nation, butwhich few know 
how to make properly ; men, who have 
managed their own affairs with pra- 
dence and wconomy, and the affairs of 
others committed to their charge, with 
uprightnefs and integrity ; men, who, 
an their publick capacities, if they have 
ever a¢ted in that character, have pro- 
tected the weaker againit any opprefl- 
ons of the ftronger, and have always 
impartially rewarded merit, and pu- 
nifhed villany, in whomfoever cither 
has been found ; and who have never 
fuffered themfelves to be detevied from 
purtuing the upright purpofe of their 
heart, either by the {miles or frowns of 
the great, but have always confidered 
the frit, as ufele{s to promote, as the latt 
are impotent to leffen the happinefs of 
an honett mind; men, who, in fine, 
have proved themlelves fender hu fhands, 
hind fathers, indulgent maflers, ealy land- 
bords, jx/? guardians, upright judges, and 
to be of a Aumane and benevolent dtfpo- 


towards their euhole /pecies. 
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HE face of affairs at Con- 

STANTINOPLE is latelymuch 

changed: A faction, with the 
Reis Effendi, or Chancellor, at their 
head, infiting on a renewal of the war 
with Germany and Ruflia, the mini- 
iters of thete powers ftood their ground, 
and the Grand Vizier, who {till retains 
his poit, and is the Chancellor's {worn 
enemy, took this opportunity to ruin 
him, which was accordingly effected. 
On Feb. 5. N.S. he was depofed and 
banifhed, and a {eal put upon all his 
effects, which was not removed till his 
fon-in-law paid a fine of forty purfes. 


The Draggoman, or laterpreter of the 


Porte, was apprehended the fame ¢., 
and executed, for engaging in cer. 
intrigues with fome foreign miniier. 
‘The military preparations in Ku... 
are carried on with great diligence. 94 
the forces are every where in moi: 9, 
notwithitanding the feverity of the «>. 
ther. Upon advice of fome late » 
tions in Finland, orders were 
Velt-Marfhal de Lacy to go to \\ 
bourg, to command an army of 3°, 
men there, which is to be augment 
to 0,000. Count Munich's ditm 
from publick bufinefs is attribute: » 
the fingularity with which he oppo 
the intereft of the Queen of Hurean, 
and efpoufed that of his Pruflian \:. 
jeity, to whom he appear’d under (one 
obligations ; but obferving the trea 
was againft him, he fued out his quiets 
in difguit: fince which, things at fe. 
terfburg go fwimmingly in favour 
the court of Vienna, where acvice s 
received, that twelve Ruffian reg inci 
will march to the Queen’s afhitince, 
if an accommodation is not effectec 
The diet of Swapen has been roca 
taken up with the affair of the Baron ce 
Gyllenttierna. It appears he 
many years held a fecret correfpon cnc 
with M. Beftucheff, the Ruffian 
iter, who he inform’d of the mo. 
portant affairs carried on in the {e, 
in the fecret committee of the 
the negotiations depending with for.” 
powers. The feveral orders 
compofe the diet have unanimous 
greed, that the Baron, having 
his country, ought to be punifhed 2: 
traitor, in order to deter others from 
unpardonable a breach of truit. 
or thirteen other perfons, faid to '- 
had an underftanding with him, 4‘ « 
taken up, and will be profecated. | 
court has ordered all foreigners ¥ ° 
have no important bufinefs, to cepar 
the city forthwith. Mean while, © 
preparations for war go forwar 
the troops are ordered to keep (\"" 
{elves in readinefs to march ; orce! °° 
given to raife 2000 failors, for mai’ 
the feet of twelve men of war a! 
frigates which are equipping at 6" 
{croon, and the galleys are puttin: ; 
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cood condition. Mr Burnaby, the 
+h minitter, is forbid to appear a 
--eot court. He had lately high words 
C. Gyllenbourg, on whofe com- 
aint to the King, the faid prohibition 
» (ent. On this Mr Barnaby dif- 
«i'd an exprefs to London ; and the 
sotiation he had fet on foot for a 
dy treaty is broke off. 
write from S1Lesia, that 8000 
tans were arrived at Niefs, and 
1. begun the attack ; and that a de- 
cinent of the fame troops marched 
Brieg. Gen. Neuperg, having 
‘oly'd to face them, advanc’d towards 
., and in his way took Grotkau, 
J made the garrifon,confitling of goo 
en, piifoners of war, who were con- 
ted to Niefs; near which place the 
»armies met, April ro. and a bloody 
uccentued. ‘The engagement began 
» tone o’clock in the afternoon, and 
‘four hours. ‘The King of Pruffia 
manded his right wing, Velt-Mar- 
«. Schwerin the left, and the Prince 
nault-Deffau the main body. 'The 
mis fell upon the left wing with 
‘rv, put it into fome diforder, 
cd Lt Gen. Count Schallenburg 
‘onfet; but the King having fent 
mpony of grenadiers, with fome 
reces to their afliftance, the Au- 
were repulied. "The attack on 
‘uillans right wing was as warm, 
acrons of Schullenburg’s dra- 
ocing almoft all deftroyed. The 
uly wos very obitinate, and the fire 
1 both fides, till about five of the 
. when the Auftrians retired in 
m fe ‘cer under the cannon of Niefs, 
Pwelve «the held of battle to the King. 
have - \ultrians, according to the Berlin 


Nuche 


are 210 had 4ooo killed, wounded, or 
The piioners; and the Pruffians 600 
snd 1200 wounded. Among 
cope. were killed Prince Frederick of 
le, the (for whom the 
a. Al ‘ot Berlin is gone into mourning) 
them “t Schullenburg, Col. Borck, Col. 
Jers are “< Pinch, Col. Hautchmarois, Lt 
anni Mullendorff, one of the King’s 
and and the Major de Knobelfdorf; 
C wounded, Prince William, Colonel 


Joot-guards, Velt-Mashhal de 
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Schwerin, Lt Gen. de Marwitz, Maj- 
Gen. Kleait, the Colonels Wartenfleben, 
Rochan and Finkenttein, Among 
the Auftrians, Gen. Lentulus and Pr. 
Birkenfield were killed, and the Ge- 
nerals Neuperg, Brown and Grun were 
wounded. "L‘is added, that his Pruf- 
fian Majefty expofed his perfon very 
much, having feveral perfons killed and 
wounded by his fide. ‘The Pruflians 
have taken 3 ftandards, 5 colours, 2 
pair of kettle-drums, and 10 field-pieces, 
from the Auftrians; and the Auttrians 
have taken about 1000 Pruilian horfes, 
and 17 officers of his Majetty’s retinue. , 

‘They write from Frankfort, That the 
Prussian army under the Prince of 
Anhault-Deffau, atembled near Mag- 
deburg, was marching into Lufatia ; 
which looks fomewhat odd, feeing this 
country belongs to the houte of Saxony, 
to which it was granted after the war 
of Bohemia. Perhaps the King of Pruf- 
iia may have ordered the Prince to re- 
inforce him, and to take his route thro’ 
Lower Lufatia, where his Pruflian Ma- 
jelly indeed has Colwitz, Pefcaw and 
Stockaw ; for no body is aware that the 
King of Pruflia has any pretence to Lu- 
fatia. 

The court of Vienna, depending 
on affiftance from the maritime powers, 
has refufed to hearken to the propofi- 
tions made by France for an accommo- 
dation with Pruffia ; efpecially fince his 
Britannick Majetfty has affured it, that 
he was concerting meafures with the 
States-General for effectually fupport- 
ing the pragmatick fan¢tion. 

The Frencu councils tend all to- 
ward peace. Spain is fill refufed a 
paflage to her troops, which, joined 
with the return of the Breft and ‘Tou- 
lon fquadrons, cannot be a {mall mor- 
tification to her Catholick Majefty. 
The Cardinal at all times declares, his 
Moft Chrittian Majefty will not inter- 
meddle in the affairs of the empire, 
where he is defirous of fecing a good 
harmony prevail, that the Imperial 
throne may be {peedily filled. His E- 
minence {pares no trouble to engage the 
courts of Vienna and Berlin to accept 
the mediatorial terms of France. He is 
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for making an equal divifion of Silefia, 
leaving that which borders onMoravia 
to the Queen of Hungary, and the other 
to his Pruffian Majeity, who is alfo to 
pay three millions of florins, by way of 
yndemnification, for the charges of the 
war. 

Another notable inftance of the Gal- 
lick mediation difplays itfelf in the i- 
fland of Corsica, where, the Paris 
A-la-main informs us, a new form of 
government is foon to be publifhed, to 
the end the inhabitants may know their 
duty, and conform to his (Mof Chri- 
fian) Majetty’s intentions. We thall 
foon fee, whether it is calculated for 
the meridian of a brave and free people, 
or the enflaved fubects of abfolute ty- 
ranny; tho’ the frit feldom requires 
the aid of fo many troops to fupport it 
as are from time to time fent thither. 

And, leit we fhould want an example 
of French faith, let us turn our eyes on 
Dunkirk, where the works them- 
felves, when finith’d, may perhaps thun- 
der forth their regard for the treaty of 
Ucrecht ! Mean time a great many ma- 
fons, and other workmen, are fending 
thither, in order to put an end to their 
undertaking with the more expedition. 

The French iquadrons are returned 
from America to Brett and ‘Toulon, af- 
ter being in the utmott diitrefs for want 
of provuiions, lofing fome of their fhips, 
and a great number of men, and with- 
out faceeeding, either in conduéting the 
galleons to Europe, or hindering the 
eynjanction of Ogle and Vernon; fo 
that Spain feems quite difappointed of 
te advantages fhe promifed herfelf 
fr m their departure, and her fleet and 

American dominions left alone to cope 
with the Britith fquadrons. 

The Marquis @’ Antin is fince dead; 
fome fiy, killed in a duel by the Mar- 
quis de Rocheville, a Commodore un- 

cer him in the above voyage. 

The Srares-Generat, perceiving 
the good cifpofition of the court of 
London towards them, endeavour to 
procure its good offices for determinin 
tome mitunderfandings arifen with the 
court of Denmark, in regard to com- 
merce, and the freedom of navigation 
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fton ; for makin 


in Iceland, Greenland, which 
Danith Majefty now thinks fit to deny, 
after an enjoyment of that privileze (i, 
fome ages. 

They write from NaPLes, That the 
tartanes, with the cavalry and four by. 
talions of foot, defign’d for Tuscany, 
are failed under convoy of fix galley:, 

From Maprip, That certain 
fitions in the troops which are in C3:;. 
lonia, make it believed, they will ce. 
camp in eight or ten days: And th: 
the King is exhorted by the Pope, no: 
to proceed to arms for fupporting bh. 
pretenfions in Italy, but rather mate 
ufe of good offices for accommoditing 
differences with the court of \ ienns, 

From Capiz, That Adm. Pinto, 
with nine men of war newly equip: 
there, is gone to Ferrol, to be joined 
by other four men of war; and tron 
thence to proceed for America. 

Lonpovn. 

A letter from Jamaica brings advice 
of an engagement between fix of Adm. 
Ogle’s {quadron, and four of the Ma- 
quis d’Antin’s, upon the latter’s reiu 
fing to anfwer when hail’d: and acc, 
that they came toa right underitandivg, 
after much damage 0 on both fices. 

The Enterprize, Capt. Roe, who’ 
Jamaica, Jan. 27. brings advice of o:' 
fleets being joined; that Adm. Oz¢ 
and Com. Leftock were failed with ‘wo 
divifions of the fleet, and that Acm. 
Vernon, with the third, failed the 2612 
to join them. 

April 8. His Majefty gave the roy"! 
affent to feveral bills ; and made a 
to both houfes: which fee, p. 165. 

His Majetty came again to the hoe 
of Peers, the 25th, and gave the roy" 
afient to An aG for granting the 


one million flerling to bis Maje/!y 


the finking fund for the year 17415 /" 
allrwing a drawback of the 
coals ufed in fire-engines for drainine 
tin and copper mines in Cormwail; 
avpropriating the fupplies granted this 
duplicates of 
bills, Lottery tickets, and orders, lof}, 
&c. and for giving further time ' 
payment of duties omitted ta be paid [7 
indentures of clerks and apprentices. 
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prili74t. 
at for the encouragement of ‘feamen, and 
better manning the navy.—An act for 
opening a trade to and from Perfia thro 

for farveying the chief 


ports and head-lands on the coaft of Great 


Bpyitain and Ireland, in order to the more 


exact determination of the longitudes and 
Javivudes thereof, &c.——A fter which his 
Majeity made the following fpeech. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 

HE zeal and — with which 

you have gone through the publick 
hive during the courfe of this feffion, 
cove undeniable proofs of your Peady regard 
tthe svelfare of your country, and confe- 
rucntly the moft acceptable teflimonies of 
ur duty and affection to me. The power- 


J 

f.laliance which you have given me 
fr carrying on the juft and neceffary war 


avhich am engaged, is the means 
f reducing our enemies to reafon ; and the 
our and earnefinefs which you have fo 
ya nably foewn for the defence of the 
howe of Auftria, and the maintenance of 
thy balance and liberties of Europe, muff 
cue the greateft encouragement to our 
f Thefe are the methods to fecure 
pts; nation that weight and influence 
cad, which its natural firength and 
(vation intitle it to. 


1¢nas. 


Certlemen of the houfe of Commons, 
Lt is with particular fatisfaion I ac- 
howledze your readinefs and application 
in railing the fupplies for the fervice of 
the current year 3 which you have done 
aregard to the prefent exi- 
crnctes of the publick, as fhew you to be 
true reprefentatives of my faithful 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
cannot part with this parliament, 
cintout publickly returning you my thanks, 


ta» 
/* te many eminent inflances you have 


civen me, of your fidelity and affection ta 
™ prjon and government, your fixed re- 
on to maintain the Proteftant fuc- 
(ton in my family, and your unfbaken 
adherence to the true intereft of your coun- 
'. Tou have, with the moft becoming 


Spirit and Sirmnefs, exerted yourfelves in 


vindicating and defending the honour of 
") own, and the undoubted rights of na- 
“ication and commerce belonging to my 


The Kinc’s Speecnu, &c. 


18g 
fubjeéts ; and enabled me to revenge thofe 
avrongs and infults, which, contrary ta 
the faith of treaties, had been committed 
againft both. In fo critical a conjunfure, 
you have fupported the national credit, and 
firengthned the hands of my government 
to a degree exceeding the expectations of 
thofe who wifhed well to us and to the ma- 
nifeft difappointment of fuch as envied our 
profperity. At the fame time, you hawe 
demonfirated to all the «world, that G. 
Britain is in a condition, not only to defend 
herfelf, but alfo to afford a due fupport ta 
her allies, and the common caufe of Europe. 
As a conduct muft give a re- 
putation to this parliament, fo it will be 
the fubjec of emulation to thofe which 
feall come after it. 

I will immediately give the neceffary 
orders for calling anew parliament. There 
is not any thing I fet fo high a value upon, 
as the love and affection of my people; in 
which I have fa entire a confidence, that 
it is with great fatisfaction, I fee this 
opportunity put into their hands of giving 
me frefh proofs of it in the choice of their 
reprefentatives. 

On the prefent eflablifoment depends the 
continuance of our excellent conflitution in 
church and flate; and in this conflitution 
confifts the fecurity of the prefent eftablifa- 


ment: nothing can hurt the one, that will 


not, in proportion, undermine and weaken | 


the other. For my part, the uniform pre- 
fervation of both, and the maintenance 
of the religious and civil rights of all my 
Jubjeds, have been, and ever fhall be, my 
conftant care. Thofe who diftinguifh them- 
felves by perfevering in thefe principles, 
feall always find my countenance and fa- 
and, by invariably purfuing thefe 
wife and honeft meafures, we may enter- 
tain the beft grounded hopes, that, under 
the protection of the divine providence, 
the happinefs of G. Britain will be per- 
petuated to poflerity. 

On the 27th the parliament was dif- 
folved, by a proclamation, and writs if- 
fued next day for ele€ting a new one ; 
which are to be returned June 27.— 
Ry another proclamation,the Scots Peers 
are ordered to meet in the court of Ex- 
chequer at Edinburgh, June 13. be- 
tween twelve and two 
ele 
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elect the fixteen reprefentatives for the 
Scots peerage. —T he fame day his Ma- 
jetty diffelved the convocations of Can- 
terbury and York, and gave orders for 
ifuing out writs againft May 8. for e- 
lecting new members ; which are to be 
return'’d July 3. 


Brits ips taken by the Spaniards. 

‘The Wilmington, a rich Turky fhip, 
homeward bound, off of Scilly; the 
Jnduitry, Cobb, from Lynn for Oporto; 
a floop with pilchards; a fhip’ from 
London tor New-York, in ballait ; one 
with wool and flax from Barbary; the 
"Telemachus, Auttin, from Leghorn for 
Yondon, with oil; one from New- 
Fogland, with pitch and tar; the Car- 
bomere, Pike, from Poole for New- 
foundland; the Prudent Sarah, Warden, 
from London for New-York ; all taken 
near the channel, and carried into St 
Sebaftian’s: The Elizabeth, Davis, from 
‘Tinmouth, for Guernfey and New- 
foundland, the , of Fowey, Real, 
laden with tea, tobacco and falt, off of 
Guernfey, and carried into Havre de 
Grace: ‘The Ellen, Capt. Raoul, from 
London for Oporto, carried into Vigo, 
atter a defperate engagement with a 
Spanifh privateer whom fhe funk ; but 
the Spaniards took to their boats, and 
boarded her with fuperior numbers. 


Shins taken by the BritiiP. 

A privateer, carried into Oporto: 
Two fettees, carried into Gibraltar: 
A fhip of 16 guns, nehly laden, off of 
Cadiz, bound ior La Vera Cruz, taken 
by the Sunderland man of war: Two 
Dutch fhips, taken by Capt. Hall and 
Capt. Langdon, of New-York, valued 
at 40001. both condemned: A Seba- 
fuan’s privateer, a barcalonea of 30 
tons, 4 Carriage and 6 {wivel guns, and 
45 men, taken by two men of wars 
tenders, and brought into the Downs. 
Several of the privateer’s crew jumped 
overboard to fwim afhore, fome of which 
were drowned, and 17 made prifoners. 

April 15. Capt. Goodiere, Mahoni 
and White were hanged at Briitol, for 
the murder of Sir John Dinely Good- 
sere the Captain’s brother. [See p. 45.] 


D.S. May 5. §.S. trading dock was 
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103, 5 8°. DittoOld Annuities, 
1 8. Ditto New, 111, 3.4rs. Bank 
ftock, 141, 3.qrs. India ditto, no price, 
Three per cent. annuities, 101, 5 8", 
Million Bank, 113, 1 half. Royal a 
furance, no price. London affurance, 
ir, 8. angqr. Englith copper, 
31. 18s. Welch ditto, 15s. African, 
Seven per cent. Emperor's loan, oo, 
1 half. Five per cent. ditto, 80. Banx 
circulation, 5 1. prem. Three per cent. 
India bonds, 4]. 12 8. a 13 s. prem. 
Three 1 half per cent. Exchequer or- 
ders, 1, t half prem. Three per cent. 
ditto, 3 difcount. Salt tallies, 1 qr. prem. 


EDINBURGH. 

Upon a proper application, a quo- 
rum of the Lords of Seffion and Barons 
of Exchequer, by virtue of the powers 
veited in them by the late att, dicen/:»2 
the importation of vidtual into Scotlon:, 
after taking the depafitions of fevei.! 
Gentlemen with relation to the preicit 
prices of grain, have fufpended the exc- 
cution of the act g. parl. 1703. difchur- 
ging importation of vidual, &c. fo tar 2s 
it relates to oats and oat-meal, peule, 
beans, barley and bear. 

Since the 2¢th December lait, the 
following Scots manufaGures have been 
exported from Leith to England, «> 
98,799 yards linen, 11,325 yards wor 
lens, fuch as tartans, 63. 6226 do: 
linen handkerchiefs, 15,944 Ib. w! 
thread, 1530 pairs fhoes, 213 doz” 
pairs itockings, 14,544 Ib. Scots {nu®, 
3212 dozen fheep and lamb fkins: 2'10 
3848 gallons foreign brandy, 4837 1. 
tea, both condemned. 

Since that time there has been im- 
ported from England to that port, 
15,539 Oats, 3253 wheat, 
10,968 qrs. barley, 4211 qrs. peaie 
and beans ; and 2497 qrs. oats, from 

folland: in all, 36,468 qrs: Which 
will be about 51,182 of our bolls. But 
feveral quantities of it has been fent to 
Aloa, Borrowitownefs, Kirkaldy, 

P.S. A fire broke out, May g. in the 
Crofs Keys tavern, occafioned by 2 
candle’s falling among tarr’d fticks, 
which foon deitroyed the whole tene- 
ment; and moft of the inhabitants nar- 


rowly ¢icaped with their lives. 
y eicaped 
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‘April 1741. Marriages, Births, Deaths, Preferments. 19! 
Voy 12. Oat-meal fold here at 15d. 
“1g white peafe-meal at 12 d.per peck. — Horatio Walpole, E{q; a Teller of the a 


Haddington Prices, May 1. 
Wheat, 1g) 148. 141 & 131128. 
buley, 131 & 
rol. 12s. 101. &gl. 6s. 
Pete, 131. 10s. 121. 108. & 121. 


Mararaces and Birtus. 
Earl of Strafford, married 
to Lady Anne Campbell, fecond 

cquchter of the Duke of Argyle. — Pa- 
Lindefay, late Lord Provoit, 
ond reprefentative for this city im par- 
lament, to Lady Katharine Lindefay, 
daughter of the deceas’d William Earl 
of Crawford, and aunt to the prefent 
Parl.—The Dutchefs of Portland, de- 
livered of a daughter; and, April 17. 
the Countefs of Moray, of a fon. 


DEATHS. 

\: Taveftock in Effex, James Wakle- 
rave Earl of Waldegrave, Ambaflador- 
:traordinary to the court of France, 
a Knight of the Garter, &¥e. He is 
icceeced by his eldeft fon James Lord 
Cicuton.—At Dublin, April 20. Henry 
O'Brien, Earl of Thomond in Ireland, 
aid Lord Vifecount Tadeafter in Eng- 

. jecond Peer of Ireland, and de- 
coded of their ancient Kings. Dying 
\ ‘hour nilue, the title is extinét.—The 
of Mazareene.—At Cronftadt, 
‘rca 13. Thomas Gordon, Efq; Ad- 
mirc ot Ruffia, a Scotfman.—Thomas 
Whetham, E{q; General of foot, Go- 
‘enor of Berwick and of Holy ifland, 
~'< Colonel of a regiment of foot.— 

Wainwright, Efg; third Baron of 
Exchequer ig Ireland.—Jofeph Je- 
“vl, Eig; Colle&tor of the cuftoms in 
» “on in New-England.—Mr Ferne, 

Surgeon to St Thomas’s hofpital. 
~\ipt. Oates, Commander of the Ad- 
“ie. — Francis Williams, Efq; the 

company’s conful at Smyrna.— 
Javid Bennet of Grubbet. — Mr 
| * Hamilton, Minilter of the Col- 

“Sirk, Glafgow. — Dr Maxwell, 
from Jamaica.— William 
» in Edinburgh. — The 
I. . Mr William Boyd, aged 83.—Mr 

Chapman, Minifter at Pettie, 


Exchequer.—ThomasW innington, 
Cofferer of the houfhold, one of the 
privy council. —'Thomas Clutterbuc':, 
Efq; Lord of the Treafury.-—-Ld Vitc. 
Glenorchy, and Edmund Thompfon, 
Riq; Lords of the Admiralty —Benjainin 
Keene, and Thomas Pelham, jun. Efgs. 
Lords of Trade and Plantations.—Tho- 
mas Trefufis, Eig; a Commiffioner for 
vidualling the navy.— [The above taken 


Jrom the Gazette.| —Henry Bromley and 


Stephen Fox, Etqs. Peers of G. Britain. 
—The Duke of Kingiton and the Earl 
of Holdernefs, Lords of the Pedchamber. 
—Id Vifc. Duplin, and Sir William 
Corbet, Commifjioners of the revenue in 
Jreland.—John Harris, of 
the houfbold.—Sir Robert Brown, Pay- 
mafier of the board of works.— Thomas 
Corbet, Efg; joint Secretary to the Ad- 
miraity, with Jofiah Burchet, Efq; — 
Mr Paul, Chief Surgeon to St Thomas's 
hofpital.—John Sigifmond Tanner, 
Chief Engraver in the mint. — Capt. 
Alexander Grant of Grantsfield, Sherif 
of Aberdeenfbire. —'Thomas Grant of 
Auchynanie, Efq; ove of the Gentlemen 
of Police. — Mr Frederick Carmichael 
at Monymeal, Firff Minifter at Inverefe. 
—Mr Geo. Anderfon, lately Miniiter 
at Inverlochy, Mafer, and Mr John 
Penman, Chaplain to Ld Torphichen, 
Schzohnafter, of Watfan’s hofpital.—The 
Earl of Loudon, Governor of Stirling 
caftle, in the room of the Earl of Ro- 
thes.— Col. Warder, Lieutenant-Colonel; 
Maj. Roberts, Second Lieutenant-Colonel, 
and Capt. Madden of the Blue guards, 
Major, of the fecond troop of life-guards. 
— Maj. Erfkine, of the Scots Grays, 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the dragoons lately 
Gen. Ker’s.—Captains Townfhend and 
Knowles, Colonels in the firft reg. of 


foot-guards. —William Stanhope, Efgs 


eldeit fon of Ld Harrington, Captain- 
Lieutenant in the third reg. of foot-guards. 
—Capt. Frater, on half-pay, a Captaiz 
in Ld Sempill’s reg. — Lt Thomas Pye, 
Commander of the Seaford. — Robert 
Grant, Efq; fecond fon of Ld Elchies, 
a Lieutengnt in the navy. 
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192 Mortality-bill and New Books. 


Died within the walls of the city of E- 
dinburgh, and in St Cuthbert’ s or Weft- 
kirk parifo, in April 1741. 

Within the city, Men 16, Women 28, 
Children 62; inall1o6. In the Weit- 
kirk parifh, Men 6, Women 12, Chil- 
dren 18; in all 36. In both 142. 
Decreafed this month 8. 


Acre. N°. Disgases. N°. 
Under 2 47| Aged —— 17 
rT 2& 5 25 | Confumption 34 
s& 10 7 | Fever —— 20 
10& 20 5 | Teething —12 
e | 30 5 | Small-pox — 16 
|30& 40 Meafls 8 
40& 50 14 | Childbed — 3 
so& 60 6] Chincough 9 
60 & 70 15 | Suddenly 8 
80 7 | Iliac paifion 1 
80& go 3] Apoplexy 2 
& 100 1 | Tympany 
Pleurily I 
Lethargy I 
Flux 5 
Stll-born — 4 


NEW BOOKS. 
Review of the place-bill. % 
Political bigotry. 6d. 
The flatefman’s progrefs. By Fobnu 
Bunyan. 15. 
The sentiments of a Tory, in refpe& to 
a@ late important tranfaGiton. 1s. 
upon memorial fent to 
Scotland, to procure petitions againft the 
bill for manning the navy. 6d. 
The government of the human body. 
A tale. 6d. 


Sele? dijcourfes from the academy of 


belies lettres. 8° 55.64. 

The perfeRionifis examined. By 
Ficetwood, Gent. 15. 

letter to Mr F. By Mr 
iteheld. 64. 

Al, Whitefield’s account of money recei- 
med and aifburled for the orphan-houfe in 
Georgia. 6. 

dejcription of Georgia: 6 d. 

An apolozy for the life of Mrs Shamela 
Andrews. 15.64. 

The common law of Kent. By Tho. 
Robinfox, Ejg; d. 

Caribbeana; or, Letters and difcourfes 
in the Weft- Indies. 2 voll. 4°. 
ad. 44, 


April 1741; 
Objfervations on a difcourfe concer'»- 

the currencies of the Britifh plantations 
Pope's profe works. vol. 2.11. 4 s. 

The life and trial of Harry S»:)):». 
Efq; for the murder of bis fweetheart. +), 

An effay on the converfion of St Pa) 
By S. Karkeet. 15. 

Dr Trapp’s reply to Mr Law. 1 5. 6 ¢. 

The Bifbop of Litchfield’s charge. ¢. 

The hiftory and entertaining a 
of Don Alphonfo Blafs. 35. 

Perfiles and Sigifmunda. A now). 
the author of Don Quixot. 2 voll. 55.64. 

Claudian’s hiftory of Rufinus, a») 
rapacious and corrupt prime minifier. By 
Mr Hughes. 45. 

A tranflation of the Decameron. 6 ¢. 

The blind beggar of Bethnal-gree. 

The firft ode of the firft book of Horace. 
By the Earlof Orrery. 6. 

The happy captives. By Mr Theobo.:. 

Canterbury tales modernix’d. 
ed by Mr Ogle. 3, voll. 8° 15s. 

The judgment of Hercules. A poem. \ :, 
Fables in Englifh and French ver). 

With feveral fermons, and fome 
nious, political, fixpenny, fourpenny 
twopenny prints. 

Extrad of a letter from a Scots Geri 
man at London to a member of the con: 
council of Edinburgh. 2. 

A letter from Mr Fobn Law/on 
William Wilfon, one of the Minijic: 
the Affociate Prefbytery. 3d. 

A continuation of the defence of 1 
reformation principles of the church 
Scotland, and an anfwer to the abo" 
letter. By Mr Wilfon Miniffer at Per 

The truth of the hiftory of the co: 
made out by heathen evidence. 64 

The temper, charader and duty of 
nifter of the gofpel. fermon. 
Leechman, M.A. 64. 

A ferious addrefs to the eleGors cf 
Britain. 6d. 

The crifis. ferm on Rev. 
9,10,11. 34. = 

The plain truth. A dialogue 
Sir Courtly F obber and Tom Tell-trut. 

C. Crifpi Salluftii bellum Catilinar 
J ugurthinum. With an Englifh 
ral tranflation, and explanatory 
By Fobn Mair, A.M. 45. 

Now or never; A ferious addre/s 4 
the citizens of Edinburgh, 64. 
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